
 

 
 

- 
Feeding Friends For 
Plymouth UCC 
 

- 
Pasty Sale 
 

- 

 

-  
Ecumenical Worship 
following Feeding 
Friends 
 

hanging of the Greens 
and Pizza party
 

- break-
fast with Santa 
 

- Live 
nativity with open 
house 
 
 

The Kookey Spookey Haunted Café haunted house was a 
hit with visitors!  In the first hour, they gave out over 
120 bags of candy.  When they ran out of that, they 
used a bowl with chocolate eyes and bubble gum that 
had a snake come out of the skeleton’s hand when you 
reached in for a piece of candy. The classroom was a 
graveyard with ghosts and skeletons lit up.  There was 
a dining table of skeletons in the fellowship hall along 
with a skeleton playing the piano.  It was something to 
see, and you can see they put a lot of planning and hard 
work into making it a success.  Check out the pictures 
in the newsletter!   
The community came together to help raise funds to 
maintain the Wacky Wednesday program.  There were 
approximately 40 volunteers from the community, the 
church, high school Key Club, and Chamber of Com-
merce representatives.  Church members, Debbie Dale, 
and Congregational UCC of Mineral Point provided the 
Halloween decorations that were used to decorate the 
haunted house. Many thanks go out to all those who 
helped make it an enjoyable event for the community!  

https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/
https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Plymouth-United-Church-of-Christ-Dodgeville-199789410061166/


  

 

A letter to the UCC Family of Faith: We can’t let evil prevail 
 
This call to action comes from the Conference Minister of the Penn Northeast Conference UCC, with the affirmation of 
the denomination’s National Officers and the Rev. David Ackerman, Conference Minister of the Penn West Conference 
UCC.   
 
The news over the past weeks has revealed an undercurrent of hate within our culture and our country. Between the 
assumption that immigrants walking nearly 2,000 miles seeking asylum are seen as a threat to our security; the pipe 
bombs mailed to those who oppose our current political administration; the massacre of 11 Jewish citizens during ser-
vices at Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh; and the shooting of an African American man and woman in a grocery 
store after a failed attempt to enter a church of Black worshippers, it is hard to find cause for hope in our nation. 
 
The rhetoric of hate and divisiveness calls for a response from the faith community. While we should not advocate for 
candidates or political parties, we must advocate for justice, humanitarian treatment of our neighbors, and for safety in 
our places of worship. We are a diverse nation and until recently that diversity has been seen as a strength. We, in the 
Church, must stand as moral authorities proclaiming peace and hope, compassion and justice. 
 
Wherever and whenever you have the opportunity to provide wisdom and comfort, inspiration and compassion, I urge 
you to do so. To be silent is to let evil prevail and we, as people of faith, cannot do that, any more than Jesus could do 
it in his time and culture. Find a way to bring peace and hope to your faith communities, your communities, our state 
and our nations. 
 
Today we are asking our members to write prayer notes or notes of compassion to our siblings at Tree of Life Syna-
gogue in Pittsburgh. Mail them from your local church to them at 5898 Wilkins Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15217. 
 
Participate in a vigil or a peaceful worship process in any one of your communities and if there isn’t one, please plan 
one. 
 
If you are able, this would be a wonderful way to demonstrate solidarity with our Jewish siblings. 
 
By all means pray but above all do not fail to speak out or to act. As Martin Niemöller wrote: 
 
“First they came for the Jews and I did not speak out because I was not a Jew. 
 
Then they came for the Communists and I did not speak out because I was not a Communist. 
 
Then they came for the trade unionists and I did not speak out because I was not a trade unionist. 
 
Then they came for me and there was no one left to speak out for me.”[1] 
 
We are called to be people of prayer, but we are also called to remember that “The Spirit of the LORD is on me, be-
cause he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free (Luke 4:18). May we each and all do our part to make our 
communities, state and nation places of hope and peace. 
 
Faithfully, 

The Rev. Bonnie Bates 

Conference Minister 

Penn. Northeast Conference United Church of Christ  

[1] https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/first-they-came-for-the-jews/ 

  

A Note from the Pastor… 

https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/first-they-came-for-the-jews/


A note from the moderator: 

  We're coming into the time of the year when we have much to consider as far as budget and related items.  We 
also will be installing a phone system to be used for calling the entire congregation.  This will be used to inform eve-
ryone about worship cancelations or other similar matters.  We will be having at least one test call to try the system 
out in the near future.  When you are receiving one of these messages, the caller ID will be the church phone num-
ber 608-935-5727 or 608-935-2561, which is Jill's and my home phone number. 

  As we approach winter you will be informed more about the system. 

  Chuck Roethe 

  Moderator 

Plymouth UCC Church Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, October 14, 2018 

Quorum present. 
 
Meeting called to order by Chuck Roethe, Moderator. 
 
Explanation of the purpose of meeting- the church constitution has not been updated since 2010.  The 
council decided to review and modify certain portions- mostly sections regarding boards/committees.  
Discussion regarding the naming of “boards/committees”. The word “board” implies more authority than 
committees really have.  Decided to name everything “committees”.  Reviewed some sections that will 
change- most committees will have a lower/more practical number of members.  Also removed clause 
that members must go off committees after three years.  Another change includes the clause that the 
trustee committee will increase amount to spend without congregational approval to $5000.   
Motion by Dave Pearson, seconded by Bill Duwell to accept all changes to constitution 
as presented. Written ballot vote- yes- 25, no-1.  Motion passed. 

 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Submitted by Denise Whitish, Clerk 

COME SING WITH THE ECUMENICAL CHOIR for the annual Community Thanksgiving Eve service being held at 
the United Methodist Church, Dodgeville. We will practice November 14, 7 pm at Grace Lutheran and the evening of 
the service November 21st, at 6 pm at the United Methodist Church. All are welcome! 



Our Sunday Worship Service 

may be viewed this month on  

our website:  

Or  

On Facebook look for Plymouth 

United Church of Christ, Dodge-

ville 

Or on 

 

Plymouth UCC Council Meeting Minutes 

October 16, 2018 

 

 

Members present- Chuck Roethe, Earl Barnes, Mark 

Pepelea, Lisa Pepelea, Dave Pearson, Denise 

Whitish and Pastor Joylynn 

 

Opening Prayer by Pastor Joy. 

 

September meeting minutes reviewed.  Motion to 

accept minutes as written made by Dave Pearson.  

Second by Mark Pepelea. 

 

Old Business- 

 

Update on PhoneVite system- moving along- 

Mary has been working with the company.  

Discussion about whether we should noti-

fy members by phone or email. Chuck will 

continue to be in touch with Mary on im-

plementation. 

 

More discussion regarding the church joining 

the Dodgeville Area Chamber of Com-

merce- what exactly are the benefits?  

Pastor Joy in favor- has had good working 

relationship with them so far- good public-

ity, opportunity to join activities (haunted 

house, live nativity).  Also gets Joylynn out 

visible in the community.  Mark requests 

we table this discussion until we have 

budget review.  Chuck agreed. 

 

Discussion about “Circle of Care” introduced 

last month.  Review of motion that 

https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/sermons
https://www.youtube.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5k-NdBxPS-0&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5k-NdBxPS-0&t=7s


 

Usher 

November 4 - Gary and Harry 

McHone 

November 11 - Earl and Shirley 

Barnes 

November 18 - Chuck and Jill 

Roethe 

November 25 Rod and Mary 

Lukes 

 

Reader 

November 4 - Gary McHone 

November 11 - Shirley Barnes 

November 18 - Chuck Roethe 

November 25 - Earl Barnes 

 

passed.  Lisa needed more clarification from Joylynn 

about her ideas.  Decided that Lisa and the Outreach/

Mission committee would form a questionnaire to send 

to members to gauge interest.  The committee will then 

meet to approve form and send out to all members. 

 

New Business-  

 

Pastor’s Report- 

 

Joylynn has been approached by a group who are traveling 

around the state to promote energy conversation for 

churches (window upgrades, etc..). Assists churches with 

education and grant writing.   Informational luncheon 

will be held at Grace Lutheran Sunday, November 4.  

Would like some members to attend with her.  Dave 

Pearson and Anne Bachner will be going.  Joylynn would 

also appreciate if someone from the trustee committee 

could attend.  Mark will be out of town but will see if an-

other trustee can attend. 

 

Haunted house scheduled Saturday, October 27-have many 

items from the Mineral Point church since they are not 

having their haunted house this year.  Joylynn just want-

ed to know if there were any questions.  Council mem-

bers all in favor. 

 

Hanging of the Greens originally scheduled Sunday, Decem-

ber 2 but the chamber’s live nativity is scheduled Satur-

day, December 1.  Some concern that the church will not 

be decorated in time.  Dave and Gretchen will work on 

getting the tree before the 1st.  If they cannot, Dave will 

notify Joylynn. 

 

Diaconate Committee Report- 



 

 

Will be having a traditional service on 

Christmas Eve.  There will be a regu-

lar service on the 23rd.   

 

No one besides diaconate members 

signed up for the open mic service so 

far.  Joylynn will mention in worship 

and bring the sign up board up to the 

sanctuary. 

 

Trustee Report- 

 

Roof fixed- will more than likely leak 

again in the future due to peaks and 

valleys in roof. 

 

Foundation to be repaired this week. 

 

Mark will repair the cracked concrete 

later this week. 

 

Financial Report- 

 

Southwest chapter dues budgeted at 

$335.00- will pay that amount. 

 

Budget tracking well- we have 23.5% of 

budget remaining three months left 

in the year.  Quarterly payments have 

been made for insurance etc… 

 

Giving a bit better than last month but 

still behind.  Approximately $3500 

behind last year.  Earl thought having 

more communication with the congre-

gation is in order.  Decided to have a 

community conversation regarding the 

budget on 11/11/18.  Will have lunch 

provided.  Will also have someone speak 

about the budget before collection the 

next four Sundays.  Chuck, Dave, Earl 

and Mark each offered to speak.  

 

Wacky Wednesday budget not in good 

shape.  Judy and Cathy offered to volun-

teer while there is a money shortage but 

due to some donations will start to pay 

them two hours per week.   

 

Mission Committee Report- 

 

Will be having meeting to form question-

naire for the Circle of Care.   

 

Other Business- 

 

Chuck working with Mary to re-type the 

Constitution with the approved changes.  

Was suggested again that when the 

Constitution is proofed and completed 

should be emailed to all members and 

also have some printed copies available 

in the back of the sanctuary for review. 

 

Letter from “Church of the Pilgrimage” or-

ganization asking about the history of 

our Plymouth church.  Chuck will check 

on what historical items (books, pictures 

etc..) we have available. 



 

Mark shared a 2018 extrapolated budget- there are three months to go so things could 

change but looking at $30, 842 in the red.  The situation is more going out than coming in 

at this point.  See attached data.  Discussion regarding projected budget and ways to save.  

Joylynn will research different insurance plans. Will discuss more at November meeting. 

 

Meeting adjourned.  Next meeting- Tuesday, November 20 at 7:00 pm. 

 

• Apples 

• Cranberry 

• Plantains 

• Collard Greens 

• Mustard Greens 

• Kale 

• Swiss Chard 

• Broccoli Rabe 

If you would like to purchase a Poinsettia, the cost is $14.00. Let us know 

who the Poinsettia is in honor of, and we will put a name tag on each plant and place 
it at the alter for the December 16th service. Please print clearly so that there are no 
errors.  All orders are due December 10th.  Please make checks payable to Plymouth 

UCC.  Thank you 

 

 





 

Sometimes meeting times/

dates will change.  Please 

check the website,  Face-

book, or contact the church 

office 935-5727.  

 

Sundays 

Faith Explorers 8:45 am 

Special Music Sunday - 

once a month, usually the 

last Sunday of the month. 

 

Tuesdays 

Third Tuesday of the 

month: 

Diaconate 5:30 pm 

Council Meetings 7 pm- 

 

Wednesdays 

Wacky Wednesday, 2:30 - 

5:30 pm, September 

through May.  

Choir, 7 pm, September 

through May. 

Feeding Friends -  2nd 

Wednesday of the month.  

 

Thursdays 

Trustees - Second Thursday 

of the Month, 7 pm.  

Plymouth Circle -  Fourth 

Thursday of the month, 

noon, at Country Kitchen. 

 

Saturday 

Pasty Sales -  Second Satur-

day of the month October 

through April.   

The Diaconate Committee met October 16th at the church.  The discussion was led by Jan 
in the absence of chairman Gary. 
 
Discussions were held on the following subjects: 
 
Report on the Fall Auction:  The auction was a success and was a lot of fun.  $1,081 was 
raised with the possibility of a little more coming in. 
 
Open Mic Sunday on October 28:  A sign up poster is up and hopefully people will sign up 
to participate.  Diaconate members will fill in as needed. 
 
Changes in the Constitution:  The changes will make it easier to fill our committee with 
only three required but with all of our responsibilities we really  need a full six to make it 
work smoothly. 
 
Plymouth Haunted House:  Plans are progressing nicely for this to be held in conjunction 
with the Chamber of Commerce as a fund raiser for the Wacky Wednesday program. 
 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving service:  This will be at the Methodist church on November 21st.  
Plymouth's responsibility will be to provide mashed potatoes for 200 people. 
 
Hanging of the Greens:  Traditionally this is held on the first Sunday of Advent but Plym-
outh will schedule this for Sunday November 25 as we will be having an open house at the 
church in conjunction with the Chamber of Commerce Christmas activities on December 
2nd and we want our church to be decorated for Christmas at that time.  There will be a 
Live Nativity on the church lawn and we will provide a place to warm up and serve cookies 
and hot chocolate on that date.  Hanging of the Greens will be immediately following 
church and pizza will be served in the overflow room. 
 
Christmas Eve Service:  Plans for this service were discussed.  It will be a fairly traditional 
service with a simple pageant being included. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jan Helmich, secretary 

https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/PlymouthMPUCC
https://www.youtube.com/user/PlymouthMPUCC
https://www.facebook.com/Plymouth-United-Church-of-Christ-Dodgeville-199789410061166/


Following Feeding Friends, the 

annual Ecumenical Thanksgiving 

Service will begin at 6:30 pm.  The 

community Feeding Friends meal 

begins at 5 pm.  Plymouth UCC is 

responsible for mashed potatoes 

for 200 people.   
Plymouth Congregational UCC will be hosting a Live Nativity and 

open house again this year in conjunction with the Chamber of 

Commerce holiday events on December 1.  Cookies and hot 

chocolate will be served at the open house.  Please talk to Rev-

erend Joylynn if you would like to volunteer in any way.   

Hanging of the Greens 

Pizza Party  

November 25th  

Following Worship 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

 

2 3 

4 Worship 10 am 

Fellowship following 

service 

Faith Explorers 8:45am 

 

 

 

 

5 6 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

7 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

2:30 pm -  5:30 pm 

 

Wacky Wednesday  

2:30 - 5:30 pm 

Choir , 7 pm 

 

8 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

Trustees, 7 pm 

9 10 

Pasty Sale 

11 Worship 10 am 

Fellowship following 

service 

Faith Explorers 8:45am 

 

 

 

 

Order forms 

available 

12 13 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

14 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

2:30 pm -  5:30 pm 

 

Wacky Wednesday 

2:30 - 5:30 pm 

Choir , 7 pm 

15 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

 

16 17 

18 Worship 10 am 

Fellowship following 

service 

Faith Explorers 8:45am 

19 20 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

 

Diaconate, 5:30 pm 

Council, 7 pm 

21Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

2:30 pm -  5:30 pm 

Wacky Wednesday  

2:30 - 5:30 pm 

Choir , 7 pm 
Ecumenical Worship 
6:30 pm @UMC 
following Feeding 
Friends 5:00 pm 

22 

 

 

Happy 

Thanksgiving 

23 24 

25 Worship 10 am 

Fellowship following 

service 

Faith Explorers 8:45am 

Hanging of 

the Greens 

26 27 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

28 29 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

 

Plymouth Circle, 

Noon 

30  

November 2018 



46  

30  

32  

19   

 

Church Office:  

Pastor Availability 

Hours:  

Tuesday-Thursday 

10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Office Administrator 

Hours 

Tuesday-Thursday 

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

 

Pastor: 

Joylynn Graham 

Cell 553-0149 

pastor-

joylynn@gmail.com               

 

Office Administrator:  

Mary Haag 

935-5727 

plymouth@mhtc.net 

 

Maintenance: 

Keely Thomas 

Home 935-9259 

 

Organist: 

Marilyn Dunn 

 

Choir Director: 

Lisa Duwell 

 

Moderator:  

Chuck Roethe 

 

Vice Moderator: 

 

 

 

Please submit any items you would like 

to appear in the newsletter by this 

time.  Email your newsletter  

submissions to  

November 5  Maureen Teubert 

November 8 Julie Neal 

November 9 Kayla Kottke 

November 10  Orville James 

November 10 Jayne Rayne 

November 11 Denise Whitish 

November 14 Sawyer Kamholtz 

November 18 Michelle Bruegger 

November 27 Brad Bruegger 

mailto:pastorjoylynn@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjoylynn@gmail.com
mailto:plymouth@mhtc.net
mailto:plymouth@mhtc.net


CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Moderator 

Chuck Roethe 

 

Vice Moderator 

 

 

Trustees 

Mark Pepelea  

 

Diaconate 

Gary McHone  

 

Mission 

Lisa Pepelea 

 

Clerk 

Denise Whitish 

 

Christian Education 

  

 

Treasurer 

Dave Pearson  

 

Financial Secretary 

Earl Barnes  

 

 

 

If your address, phone/cell 

number, or email have 

changed, please contact 

the office so that we may 

update our records .  You 

may call the office at 935-

5727, or email the office at  

plymouth@mhtc.net.   

Mission Statement 

“To grow and share our faith, worship God, and follow Jesus Christ in the ways of love, peace, compas-

sion, justice and the nurturing of God’s creation.” 

Vision Statement 

“To be a welcoming and thriving Christian Community, living our faith through reflection and action, 

while remaining grounded in God’s love.” 

mailto:plymouth@mhtc.net


Plymouth Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

115 West Merrimac Street 

Dodgeville, WI 53533 

Phone: 608-935-5727 

Email: Plymouth@mhtc.net 

Website: plymouthuccdodgeville.org 

Happy Thanksgiving 


