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From The Pastor...

What’s next?

During an interim period, we operate at a base-
line of some uncertainty. Things at the congre-
gation will necessarily change, in order to make
the community more ready for the next settled pastor. You’ve al-
ready noticed differences in worship style, newsletter articles, lead-
ership with Council and other church committees, and the general
“housecleaning” that I've told you is a priority for my time with you.
So far, we have been making great progress together. We are ap-
proaching the time when we start to ask, what is next for Plym-
outh?

On October 1%, the Council will be meeting for a brainstorming ses-
sion about our priorities regarding the pastoral leadership that we
could like to see for Plymouth in the future. We’'ll discuss some
basic questions in order to prioritize the possibilities for a long-term
solution for pastoral leadership at Plymouth.

Sometime after the Council session, we’ll schedule an all-
congregation brainstorming session with some more concrete sug-
gestions. Obviously any decision will be dependent upon meeting
potential pastoral candidates, determining the capacity of our lay
leaders, figuring out any financial concerns, and potentially partner-
ing with other congregations or denominations to make necessary
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UNITED/CHURCH OF CHRIST

OUR VISION “To be a wel-
coming and thriving Chris-
tian Community, living our
faith through reflection and
action, while remaining
grounded in God’s love.”
OUR MISSION “To grow
and share our faith, worship
God, and follow Jesus Christ
in the ways of love, peace,
compassion, justice and the
nurturing of God’s crea-

”

tion.
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arrangements, among other things.

There are many things to consider as we look to the future pas-
toral leadership of our congregation. What we can be sure of at
this point, is that God has called us into the future. When we
had some congregational brainstorming sessions last spring,
you all made clear that you feel it is important for Plymouth to
continue as a worshipping community, with pastoral leadership,
modeling an inclusive Christianity to the Dodgeville community,
and seeking ways to fulfill the calling that God has given us.

This, we can do. How it happens remains an open question. |
invite you, over the next several weeks, to consider what your
top priorities are as we seek the best way forward for Plymouth,
and to discern what you think can be flexible as we entertain
various options for pastoral leadership moving forward.

Thanks be to God, who has called us into this unpredictable and
faithful journey of community.

Pastor Katya

Pastoral On-Call Coverage

Pastor Katya will be on vacation October 12-22. If any
emergent pastoral needs arise during that time,
please contact Grace Lutheran Church, 608-935-
5718. Either Pastor Mark or Vicar Jill will respond.

Usher/Reader/Communion

October

5 - Mark and Lisa Pepelea
12 - Steve and Jenny

19 - Chuck and Jill Roethe
26 - Mark and Lisa Pepelea

November

2 - Mary and Rick Stellick
9 - Steve and Jenny

16 - Chuck and Jill Roethe
23 - Mark and Lisa Pepelea
30 - Mary and Rick Stellick

*If you would like to volunteer
to help with Worship, please
contact Mark Pepelea or the
church office.

Jovful Noise

October
5 - Neighbors in Need
12,19, 26 - Hodan Center
November
Sierra Leone Orphanage

Fellowshi

November
7 -

14 -

21 -

28 -

October

S - Pepelea
12 -

19 -

26 - Pepelea

LIVE
facebook

Watch Worship online via
our Facebook page,

Sundays, at 10 am.


https://www.facebook.com/Plymouthdodgeville

Meeﬁng Minutes

To keep our congregation informed, we’ll be including brief
summaries from each Church Council meeting in our news-
letters. These highlights will share key discussions and deci-
sions. Full meeting minutes are available by request after
they’re approved at the following Council meeting.

No matter where you are on your journey, there's always a
place for you here. We hope these Council updates help you
feel connected.

Plymouth UCC Council Meeting Summary

September 17, 2025

Present: Lisa Pepelea, Moderator; Steve Pieroni, Treasurer; Mary Stel-
lick, Clerk; at large members Chuck Roethe, Denise Whitish; Pastor
Katya Ouchakof

Absent: Shirley Barnes

The meeting was called to order by Lisa at 7:03 p.m. Pastor Katya
offered a prayer.

Minutes from the August council meeting were reviewed and ap-
proved as written.

Old Business:

ICE policy/training
Still need contact for M&M. Lisa will reach out to Rachel this
week and will update signage as soon as she has that info.

Sign for mini pantry — Lisa shared info to put on the sign, approved
by consensus.

Financial report — Council members reported not getting an email
from Nicole with the link. The link from the previous month’s
email will access current report, Lisa will ask Nicole to send out
a reminder with the link each month when report is ready.

Pastor’s Report and Committee Reports are available on request

CHURCH COUNCIL

Moderator
Lisa Pepelea

Treasurer

Steve Pieroni

Clerk
Mary Stellick

At Large council members
Shirley Barnes

Denise Whitish

Chuck Roethe

Meetings
Council and Diaconate

meet on the 3rd
Wednesday monthly.
Diaconate meetings
start at 6 pm, and
Council meetings start
at 7 pm.

If your address, phone/cell
number, or email have
changed, please contact the
office so that we may update
our records . You may call
the office at 935-5727, or
email the office at
plymouth@mhtc.net.

Newsletter
submissions are
due the Sunday
following council
meetings.
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Support

New Business:
the Pantry!

Revised MOU and Building Rental Policies — Mary moved and
Denise seconded to approve the rental agreement as amend-

ed with the Recovery group. Motion carried with 5 in favor The Little Free Pantry

and 1 abstention. Following discussion of the proposed MOU is always in need of
with M&M, Denise moved and Chuck seconded to approve donations. Please
the MOU with the revision in the long-term rental section bring in donations of

and to present the MOU to M&M for discussion along with a
rental proposal for next year to reduce their rent.

Finalize plans for Israel Palestine video presentation after wor-
ship — following discussion, will table until next month and to support our neigh-
look at other options for video. bors in need!

Discussed need to designate people to develop next year’s
budget, tabled until next month.

shelf-stable food items
that are not expired,

Meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m.

Next meeting Wednesday October 15, 7pm

The congregation blessed the new mural on Sunday, 9/21, at the end of
worship. Many thanks to artist Lisa Humke, who designed and painted
the mural, and was present for the dedication. And many thanks to the
whole community for creating a history worth celebrating, and for
blessing the congregation into the future!

History Wall Dedication

The potluck was attended by 20 people, including Lisa Humke.

A special thank you to Mark and Lisa Pepelea for preparing the deli-
cious brisket and the cheesy cauliflower casserole. The Diaconate
board would also like to thank Jan Helmich for doing the fall table
decorations.

i The Diaconate Board---Mark Pepelea, Mary Stellick and Jill Roethe



An Afternoon with Writer, Pastor,
Activist John Pavlovitz

The greatest border crisis we face is the one separating Church and State. There's nothing more
dangerous than professed Christians who have no real interest in Jesus.

John Pavlovitz is a writer, pastor, activist, and storyteller from Wake Forest, North Carolina. Over the
past decade, his thought-provoking blog, Stuff That Needs to Be Said, has reached a diverse world-
wide audience of millions. A twenty-five-year veteran in the trenches of local church ministry, Pav-
lovitz is committed to equality, diversity, and justice—both inside and outside faith communities.

Sat Oct 25, 2025 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM

First Congregational UCC
1609 University Ave
Madison, WI 53726

Buy tickets — An Afternoon with Writer, Pastor, Activist John Pavlovitz — First Congregational UCC



https://www.tickettailor.com/events/firstcongregationalucc/1816704

