
Stay connected to Plymouth with Flat Jesus this summer.  
Take your Flat Jesus with you wherever you go and be sure to 
take a photo with him in each new place you visit.  You don’t 
have to go on vacation to snap a picture with Flat Jesus.  
Maybe you are out fishing, taking a ride in the country, work-
ing in your garden, helping a friend, taking a walk, or spend-
ing time with family at a cookout.  Take a picture and let us 
know what you are up to.  It is always nice to see your smiling 
face enjoying the warm weather.   

Peace and Community Garden  
The Peace Garden is blooming and beautiful.  The Community Gar-
den is on its way to becoming a place to encourage healthy eating.  
If you would like to help with the gardens, please contact Judy 
Campbell or Pastor Joylynn.  

https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/


A Note from the Pastor… 

Pastor Joylynn’s column will return next month.  She is in the process of a big move 

cleaning the place she is vacating and preparing the new place for her move.  She is 

also preparing for Synod next month while fulfilling her regular duties.  Her column 

should return next month. 

Plymouth Prayer Shawls Go to Synod! 

A request was issued recently by the conference office 
for prayer shawls to be donated at Synod.  Pastor Joy 
contacted the conference office, and they are happy to 
receive 10 or more prayer shawls that will be donated by 
Kayla Kottke.  Kayla began her prayer shawl ministry a 
little over 6 weeks ago, and has already created several 
beautiful shawls that we blessed in our Sunday service on 
May 26.  If you can donate yarn or money for this prayer 
shawl ministry, it would be greatly appreciated.  Please 
see Gary or Kayla to make a donation. 



 

Mission Statement 

“To grow and share our faith, worship God, and follow Jesus Christ in the 

ways of love, peace, compassion, justice and the nurturing of God’s crea-

tion.” 

Vision Statement 

“To be a welcoming and thriving Christian Community, living our faith 

through reflection and action, while remaining grounded in God’s love.” 

 

Plymouth now has a 

prayer shawl ministry 

headed by Kayla Kottke.  

We need donations of 

yarn; if you have any 

please drop off in the 

church office.   

 

Reverend Joylynn Graham will be on vacation June 

1st through June 15th.  She will return on Sunday 

June 16.  On June 2, Alan Green will fill in, and on 

June 9th, Diaconate will fill in with Eric Lineninger 

preaching.  Sunday, June 16, will be Father’s Day, 

and the Diaconate will provide roses.   

mailto:pastorjoylynn@gmail.com
mailto:plymouth@mhtc.net


Sometimes meeting times/

dates will change.  Please 

check the website,  Face-

book, or contact the church 

office 935-5727.  

 

Sundays 

Special Music Sunday - 

once a month, usually the 

last Sunday of the month. 

 

Tuesdays 

Third Tuesday of the 

month: 

Diaconate 5:30 pm 

Council Meetings 7 pm- 

 

Wednesdays 

Faith Explorers - 10:30 am  

Wacky Wednesday, 2:30 - 

5:30 pm, September 

through May.  

Choir 7 pm, September 

through May. 

Feeding Friends -  2nd 

Wednesday of the month. 

No Feeding Friends in June.   

 

Thursdays 

Trustees - Second Thursday 

of the Month, 7 pm.  

Plymouth Circle -  Fourth 

Thursday of the month, 

noon, at Country Kitchen. 

 

Saturday 

Pasty Sales -  Second Satur-

day of the month October 

through April.   

The Diaconate Committee met May 21st. 
Those present were:  Gary McHone, chairman, Pastor Joy, Harry Zelhofer-McHone, Jill 
Roethe and Jan Helmich. 
 
The following items were discussed: 
1.  Celia concert on May 19 was a success.  The church came out OK financially. 
2.  May 29th Pastor Joy will be moving into her new "country home". Movers will be moving 
all large items but she could use help moving boxes and small items if any church members 
are available that day. 
3.  Pastor Joy will be on vacation June 2 and June 9.  Alan Green will be leading the service 
on June 2nd.  He has recently published a book and will be telling us about it. 
4.  June 9th is Pentecost Sunday.  The Diaconate will be in charge of the service that day.  
The sanctuary will be decorated for Pentecost as we have done in the past.  Pastor Joy will 
see that the bulletin will be printed before she leaves for vacation. 
5.  June 16th is Fathers Day and roses will be handed out at church that day. 
6.  June 23rd is the Synod meeting in Milwaukee.  THERE WILL BE NO CHURCH SERVICE AT 
PLYMOUTH THAT DAY.  Our congregation is encouraged to attend the service that afternoon 
in Milwaukee.  Bus service is available and can  be accessed in Platteville or Verona.  More 
details will be given later. 
7.  June 30th is Open and Affirming Sunday.  Special decorations will be in the sanctuary to 
celebrate that day. 
8.  August 12th is the Ecumenical Service in Centennial Park. We will discuss later what Plym-
outh's responsibilities will be. 
9.  August 18th will be Pride Festival at Warner Park in Madison from 1:00-6:00.  There will 
be no parade this year but Plymouth will be involved in some way.  Harry will contact other 
UCC churches about partnering with them to make a larger presence.  More information 
later. 
10.  August 25th.  Plans are being made to have a Big Birthday Bash picnic at Pastor Joy's 
home.  This will be an old-fashioned picnic with fun and games and home-made ice cream to 
celebrate everyone's birthdays.  Happy Birthday to Us!!!!  More details later but save the 
date! 
 
Our next meeting will on June 18th. 
 
Jan Helmich, secretary 

https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/PlymouthMPUCC
https://www.youtube.com/user/PlymouthMPUCC
https://www.facebook.com/Plymouth-United-Church-of-Christ-Dodgeville-199789410061166/


CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Moderator 

Chuck Roethe 

 

Vice Moderator 

Eric Leighninger 

 

Trustees 

Mark Pepelea  

 

Diaconate 

Gary McHone  

 

Mission 

Lisa Pepelea 

 

Clerk 

Denise Whitish 

 

Christian Education 

  

 

Treasurer 

Dave Pearson  

 

Financial Secretary 

Earl Barnes  

 

 

 

If your address, phone/cell 

number, or email have 

changed, please contact 

the office so that we may 

update our records .  You 

may call the office at 935-

5727, or email the office at  

plymouth@mhtc.net.   

 

Plymouth Church has been participating in the Feed-

ing Friends community meal at the Dodgeville United 

Methodist Church since spring of 2015. The meal oc-

curs every Wednesday, but on the second Wednes-

day of every month, it is Plymouth who cooks, serves, eats, and 

cleans up for this joyous event. Looking for an opportunity to be-

come more involved in mission and service?  This is a great way to 

help out, but it is also a great way to meet new people and make 

new friends.  If you would like to help out, please contact Pastor Joy 

at pastorjoylynn@gmail.com.  

If you have a complimentary book coming from 

Anne Bachner, they are in the office.  If you would 

like to purchase a book, stop in the office.  “Because 

We’re All Forever Earthbound” is a compilation of 

Chuck Tennessen’s newspaper columns; and it fea-

tures art from local school      children with the co-

operation of art teachers at area schools.   

https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/
mailto:plymouth@mhtc.net


 

 

 

 

Friendship Camp 

Strengthen the Church 

Wacky Wednesday 

Family Resource Center 

 

Check out the bulletin boards in the Fellowship Hall monthly for a complete 

description of each mission.  

 

 



***Plymouth Goes to Milwaukee*** 

 

On Sunday June 23, we have a very special opportunity to gather for worship with our greater 

church.  As you know, this year’s General Synod is being held in Milwaukee, and on Sunday, all 

are invited to gather for a special worship service and street fair.  In order for everyone to be 

able to attend, we will be relocating our worship that day to Milwaukee. 

***There Will Be No Worship Held in Dodgeville That Day*** 

Additionally, for those who don’t want to drive, First Cong UCC in Platteville has hired a bus.  

Here are the details  

Schedule:  

11:00 Depart First Cong UCC, Platteville 

12:00 Stop at Salem UCC, Verona   

2:00 Arrive at Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee  

2:30-4:30 Worship  

4:30-6:00 Exhibit Hall/Free time  

6:00-7:15 Street Fair  

7:30 Depart Wisconsin Center  

9:00 Stop at Verona  

10:00 Return to Platteville  

Cost:  

We are asking folks to pay what they can and suggesting $20/person. Checks can be made out to 

First Congregational UCC and mailed to PO Box 406, Platteville, WI 53818. Please write "synod 

bus" on the memo line. 

We are also offering full scholarships to members if they need it. If your leadership would like to 

do the same they can send along a donation. If we receive more than we need we will use it to 

tip the driver or contribute to the offering at Synod worship.  

Meals: Participants should eat lunch before getting on the bus or bring a sack lunch with them. 

They should bring money to purchase dinner at the street fair. The bus will not be making any 

stops between Verona and Milwaukee in either direction.  

Reservations: Participants must contact our church office at 608-348-6578 to add their name to 

the list. Money is due no later than June 7th.  



Our Sunday Worship 

Service may be 

viewed this month 

on  our website:  

Or  

On 

 

Please submit any items you would like 

to appear in the newsletter by this 

time.  Email your newsletter  

submissions to  

https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/sermons
https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/sermons
https://www.youtube.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5k-NdBxPS-0&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5k-NdBxPS-0&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5k-NdBxPS-0&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5k-NdBxPS-0&t=7s
mailto:plymouth@mhtc.net


Worship 10 am 
Guest Alan Green 

Fellowship  

Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

2:30 pm -  5:30 pm 

Faith Explorers 10:30 

Wacky Wednesday  

2:30 - 5:30 pm 

 

Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

 

Worship 10 am 
Eric Lineninger 
Fellowship  

Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

2:30 pm -  5:30 pm 

Faith Explorers 10:30 

 

Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

 

 

Trustees, 7 pm 

Worship 10 am 
Fellowship  

Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

 

Diaconate, 5:30 pm 

Council, 7 pm 

Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

2:30 pm -  5:30 pm 

Faith Explorers 10:30 

 

Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

General Synod  

Milwaukee, WI  

June 21 - 25 

Worship 10 am 
Fellowship  

Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

2:30 pm -  5:30 pm 

 

Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

 

Plymouth Circle, 

Noon 

Open and  
Affirming Sunday 

Worship 10 am 
Fellowship  





National ONA Gathering is the biennial family reunion of the Open and 

Affirming movement in the United Church of Christ! Members of any 

church—ONA or not-yet ONA—are welcome to attend. Expect a celebra-

tion with exuberant music, inspiring preaching, and workshops that will feed your mind and soul. Especially this year, when the Reli-

gious Right and their allies in federal and state governments are renewing their attack on the basic civil liberties of LGBTQ Americans, 

our growing community of churches needs to respond with confidence, commitment and faith. Much of this National Gathering will 

focus on how ONA churches can act faithfully in this crisis. We’ll learn best practices from vital and growing ONA churches. And, as is 

always true at our Gatherings, we’ll explore the intersections of our movement with other movements for social, racial, economic and 

environmental justice.  

Our ONA Banquet is one of the signature events at General Synod! This year our keynoter is the Rev. Justo Gonzalez II, interim Confer-

ence Minister of the Illinois Conference. The dinner is Friday evening, the day Synod convenes. Registration through the General Synod 

page at www.openandaffirming.org/national-gathering  

https://openandaffirming.org/national-gathering/


Tornadoes, flooding, other disasters beset U.S. 
May 29, 2019 

Share11  

 

 

Updated May 29, 2019 

More than two dozen major disasters have been declared across the Unit-
ed States so far in 2019 including severe storms, straight-line winds, flood-
ing, landslides and mudslides. Tornadoes have beset multiple states more 
than 12 days in a row. And excessive heat is besetting parts of the U.S. 
South. 

The onslaught of disasters has been unrelenting. Thousands of people 
have been displaced, and some have died. Homes, farms and other busi-
nesses have suffered billions of dollars of damage. Stretches of major high-
ways have been damaged. Waste water treatment and electrical systems 
have been compromised. Millions of bushels of stored crops have been 
lost. 

Where water has receded, people are assessing the damage to their homes and deciding whether to rebuild, demolish or leave, said an Iowa 
pastor whose church is helping survivors with hot meals and a food pantry.  

As communities begin to assess needs, UCC Disaster Ministries and Conference Disaster Coordinators are helping activate long-term recovery 
groups even as they working to support local UCC congregations in their initial response and already has provided $15,000 to local UCC food 
pantries and hot meals programs in hard-hit Nebraska and Iowa.  

This early financial support to communities is made possible through giving to the One Great Hour of Sharing’s Emergency USA Fund. 

“Among everything else you lose in flooding are all the groceries you had in your pantry,” said the Rev. Brice Hughes of Burlington, Iowa, 
coordinating the UCC’s disaster response in Iowa, Nebraska and South Dakota.  “Even with regular income, it’s a challenge to restock your 
pantry staples.”  

To help, UCC Disaster Ministries solidarity grants of $3,000 each have gone to UCC congregations in Columbus, Omaha, Fremont and Arling-
ton, Neb., and in Glenwood, Iowa. The latter - First Congregational - is partnering with other local churches to feed 100 people three meals a 
day every day (330 meals a day on average), Hughes reported. “There is no end in sight to the need. People aren’t back in their homes yet. 
They estimate that if they were buying all the food they are preparing, it would cost approximately $3 a meal ($990 a day). They have re-
ceived other donations of cash and in-kind. This response of theirs is massive.” 

Along with meals, the Glenwood churches are stepping up spiritual support. The Rev. Susan Reed of First Congregational Church said, “We 
were (just) told the chances (some) homes could be salvaged was slim, and we would need to be much more prevalent at the site to provide 
comfort and care to those seeing their homes for the first time.” 

Reed added, “(We) continually request prayers for solidarity and cooperation of all involved to meet the many needs of all those suffering.” 

Hughes emphasized, “This is not a ‘past-tense disaster.’ It is a ‘present-tense’ disaster. The flood event in some places is going to be record 
length.”  

UCC Disaster Ministries’ strength and focus remains on supporting long-term recovery work, which is the costliest and most underserved 
phase after a disaster. To join UCC Disaster Ministries in meeting future needs please give at "Emergency USA Fund." 

The UCC's Response 
UCC Disaster Ministries has contributed an initial $15,000 to begin the response to the needs of families and communities in impacted are-
as. Funds are to support food pantries and meals programs. 

Worship Resources 
Prayers for this disaster are encouraged. Share yours at disasters@ucc.org.  

https://www.ucc.org/disaster_midwest_flooding#
https://transactions.ucc.org/CampaignForm/UCChrist/emergency_usa
mailto:D3@ucc.org


 

Ways to Help 
• Pray for all impacted by disasters including those directly impacted, their families and friends. Pray for all those involved as first re-

sponders such as fire, police, and other emergency management professionals and volunteers. 
DO NOT collect “stuff” and/or attempt to ship material items to the impacted region(s). Click here to learn why cash is best. 
DO assemble Emergency Cleanup Buckets, Personal Hygiene Kits or School Kits. Click here to learn more.    

Click Here to download "12 Ways To Support Disaster Survivors" for more ways to help. 

Make a donation to the "Emergency USA Fund" or by mail (see address at the top of the page). 

June 1 - 15 - Pastor Joylynn on vacation 

June 2 - Alan Green filling in for Worship 

June 9 - Pentecost Sunday Eric Leighninger filling in  for Worship 

June 16 - Father’s Day  Worship - Roses provided by Diaconate 

June 23 - Worship moved to Synod, Greater Church Worship at 2:30 pm in Milwaukee.  No Worship at Plymouth. 

June 30 - Open and Affirming Sunday Worship 

July 13, 14 - Farmer’s Appreciation Weekend 

August 11 - Ecumenical Outdoor Worship at Centennial Park 

August 18 - Pride Festival at Warner Park 

August 25 - Picnic Bash at Pastor Joy’s  

 
 

June Solstice (Summer Solstice) is on Friday, June 21, 2019 at 
10:54 am in Dodgeville.  In terms of daylight, this day is 5 
hours, 50 minutes longer than on December Solstice.  In 
most locations north of Equator, the longest day of the 

year is around this date.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pzH-7k035sM
http://www.ucc.org/disaster_2018_matching_grants_for_cws_kits_home_page
http://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/12-ways-to-support-disaster-ministries.pdf
https://transactions.ucc.org/CampaignForm/UCChrist/emergency_usa
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Website: plymouthuccdodgeville.org 
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