
 
 

- World 
Communion Sunday 
 

- Worship in 
the Peace Garden with 
Harvest Picnic and Auc-
tion to follow.  
 
 

- 

 
 

-  Feeding 
Friends 
 

Chamber 
of Commerce Halloween 
Block party and Plymouth 
UCC Kookey spookey 
haunted café. 
 

- Open mic 
worship 
 
October 28 - Special  
Music Sunday featuring 
Tom boehm, flutist.   

 

On Friday, August 3, 2018, I participated in the Fond-du-Lac County 

Relay for Life at Oven Island Lakeside Park.  When I started planning 

for raising money this year, I set a personal goal to raise more than I 

did last year.  My last years total was $996.03. This year through pri-

vate donation and a very generous Noisy offering from the church of 

$134.73, I was able to raise a total of $1,400.00.  It was nice doing the 

walk in my hometown.  I got to see many friends I haven't seen in a 

while.  I walked about 5 miles total that night.  I walked in honor of 

cancer survivors Kris Kottke, Ron Kottke, my aunt Sara’s friend Ann, 

Joylynn Graham, Jan Helmich, Lisa Duwell’s dad, Kathleen, and Mo-

reen.  Sadly I walked in memory of aunt Sara’s father-in-law, Liam Bo-

vee, Chester, and Jannette Kottke, Bob Kottke, Eric Leighninger’s 

brother, Elise Lindeman’s sister, and Ann Bachner’s sister, Laverne 

Wagner, David Pinnow’s mom, Mary Fran Merwin, and Marylou Jew-

son. 

As a total, Fond-du-Lac county raised $184,421.40 for cancer re-

search.  Hopefully, scientists can develop new treatments and a cure 

for cancer.  I am already anticipating 2019 Relay For Life.  I don’t know 

if I can beat this year's total, but I’m going to give it my best shot. 

Submitted by Kayla Kottke 

https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/
https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Plymouth-United-Church-of-Christ-Dodgeville-199789410061166/


 

A Note from the Pastor… 

Dear Friends, 

Usually when September rolls around we all start easing back into our regular routines and that is just as true in 
the life of the church as it is anywhere else.  This year however, we did not ease – we launched, and the remain-
der of this year is shaping up to be very busy for us. 

 Last year when the Chamber of Commerce wanted to do a live nativity for Christmas, Plymouth not only 
hosted the event, but we extended a level of hospitality that was greatly appreciated throughout our communi-
ty.  And it generated visitors to our Sunday service. 

 It also created a relationship with the Chamber and when they started planning a Halloween Block Party 
to be held in the courthouse parking lot, Plymouth was invited to participate which led to the idea of a Haunted 
House as a way to help supplement our Wacky Wednesday program.   

 As you can imagine, a lot of work is involved in putting together a Haunted House, and some of you have 
wondered just how we are going to pull this off with such limited resources.  The good news is that we will not 
be alone with this project; we will have help.  If you are concerned about human resources, we will have help.  
If you are concerned about material resources, we will have help.  The Block Party is a community effort, and 
we will have help. 

 But your help is needed too.  I committed to talking to each one of you individually to see if you can help 
with this event, but I may not be able to do that.  Trying to call everyone is a huge task that requires a lot of 
time.  So I am making an appeal to you now.  Can you please help with this event?  No task is too small; no 
amount of time is too short, and if you can be there to play a spooky role that would be even better! 

 We can have a lot of fun with this; we can play host to a lot of people, and we can greatly benefit our 
Wacky Wednesday ministry if we all pull together in the spirit of teamwork and togetherness and believe in our 
ability to do something big.   

Your help is needed! 

 The event is being held on October 27.  The block party starts at one p.m. and ends at three p.m., but 
our haunted house will last until five p.m.  A flyer for the event is included in this newsletter giving you more 
details.  We will start assembling our Haunted House on Wednesday October 24, and there will be plenty to do 
for all three days.  I will keep you informed of what is needed.  In the meantime, if you have any ideas or special 
talents to contribute to this effort, please let either myself or Jan Helmich or Judy Campbell know.  

 We also have our Harvest Picnic and Auction coming up October 7, and this too should be a really fun 
event.  We have a number of items assembled already for the auction, and we need more!  You can bring your 
donations to Mary Tuesday through Thursday, or you can give them to Jan Helmich or myself so that we can get 
them displayed. 

 The auction is intended to raise money for the Diaconate committee.  As you know, there were some 
budget cuts this year and Diaconate was one of the areas to really feel the pinch.  Diaconate is responsible for 
so many things here at Plymouth.  It is from that budget that we pay for everything we use in our worship from 
candles to banners to communion, and it is also from that budget that we pay for our gatherings.  Diaconate 
has planned some pretty amazing treats for Plymouth; they have done an amazing job with St. Patrick’s Day 
and “Fat Sunday,” and it was the Diaconate committee that paid Plymouth’s share of the ecumenical picnic this 
year. 

     So we are off to a busy start this year and each and every one of you have a place in these events.  I look for-
ward to serving and fellowshipping together as we tend to our church community and our greater community. 

Blessings and Peace, Pastor Joy  



FROM THE MODERATOR 

  

  Our Financial Secretary, Earl Barnes, reported to the Church Council that stewardship is running $5,000 behind last year.  Since 
this is substantial, I am asking all contributing members and associates of our congregation to try their best to resolve it.  This 
deficit has nothing to do with the recent repairs we are needing for the church building.  This deficit jeopardizes meeting our 
budget for this year.  Historically our congregation has been admirable for rising to these challenges.  Let's do it again! 

Chuck Roethe 

October 7th is World Communion Sunday.  This year the Diaconate team is planning a Harvest Picnic to take 
place in our peace garden.  The picnic is to be a potluck, so please bring your favorite harvest dish!  Following the 
picnic, we will be having a silent, and a live auction in the Fellowship Hall, and everyone is invited to contribute 
items for the auction that emphasize our talents.  Items might include artwork, crocheting or knitting, baking, 
wine-making, a themed basket or something of a service or entertaining nature (lawn work, dinner party, 
etc.). Money raised from the auction will go to the Diaconate team to help with a shrinking budget and rising 
costs.  So mark your calendars and start planning now!  Items for auction can be dropped off any time during 
regular office hours, or given to a Diaconate team member on any Sunday. 

P   T  U C K 
Everybody brings something to the table.  



Our Sunday Worship Service 

may be viewed this month on  

our website:  

plymouthuccdodgeville.org  

Or  

On Facebook look for Plymouth 

United Church of Christ, Dodge-

ville 

Or on YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=5k-NdBxPS-0&t=7s 

 

Plymouth UCC Council Minutes 
September 18, 2018 

 

Members Present- Bill Duwell (filling in as moderator), 
Dave Pearson, Gary McHone, Mark Pepelea, Lisa Pe-
pelea (filling in as secretary), and Earl Barnes 
 
Opening Prayer written by Pastor Joy and read by Bill 
Duwell 
 
August meeting notes reviewed.  Motion made by Lisa 
with second by Earl to approve minutes as written.  
Motion passed. 
 
 
Pastor’s Report (read by Bill)- 
 

Pastor Joy is recommending the formation of a 
"Circle of Care" so congregants will have some-
one from our church family to call if they need 
help.  For example…need a ride, or don't feel 
well and need someone to pick up meds or bring 
a meal, etc.  Lisa noted that most/all of the con-
tact information is already available in the 
church directory.  Bill and Mark suggested a 
pared down list of people who confirm that they 
are willing to be contacted in such situations and 
who would be given the opportunity to list the 
types of help they are most willing and able to 
provide.  Dave moved that this issue be explored 
further and that Mission Outreach committee 
generate a form for congregants to fill out who 
wish to participate in the Circle of Care.  The mo-
tion was seconded by Mark.  Motion passed. 

Pastor Joy has proposed that we participate in 
Dodgeville's Halloween festivities by setting up a 
haunted house geared for kids in Fellowship Hall 
on Saturday October 27th.  A suggested dona-
tion of $5 would be requested at the door with 
the money collected benefiting the Wacky 
Wednesday program.  It was noted that the 

https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/sermons
https://www.youtube.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5k-NdBxPS-0&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5k-NdBxPS-0&t=7s


 

Usher 

October 7 - Chuck and Jill Roethe 

October 14 - Maureen Teubert 

October 21 - Denise Whitish 

October 28 - Earl and Shirley 

Barnes 

 

Reader 

October 7 - Dave Pearson 

October 14 - Maureen Teubert 

October 21 - Bill Duwell 

October 28 - Shirley Barnes 

 

 

Joyful Noise 

October 7 - Neighbors in Need 

October 14, 21, 28 - Feeding 
Friends 

budget for this must be kept minimal as both Diaconate and 
Wacky Wednesday are low on funds.   It was also suggested 
that the decorations be left in place until after fellowship on 
the 28th.  Gary moved to approve the haunted house.  Sec-
ond by Mark.  Motion passed. 

Pastor Joy was originally scheduled to be on vacation the week 
of Monday October 22-Sunday October 28 but will change 
that to the following week (Sunday October 28-Saturday No-
vember 3) in order to participate in the haunted house on 
the 27th. 

The chamber of commerce has requested that Plymouth host 
the live nativity again this year.  The date has not yet been 
determined.  Gary noted that the event last year was very 
successful.  Gary also noted the need for coordination be-
tween Plymouth and the chamber.  Lisa moved to approve 
hosting the live nativity again this year subject to further co-
ordination.  Second by Gary.  Motion approved. 

Pastor Joy has requested adding $125 to next year's budget for 
membership to the chamber of commerce.  This year's mem-
bership was given to Plymouth free of charge.  Mark would 
like to further understand the benefits of chamber member-
ship, but plans to include all requests in the initial budget cal-
culations.  All agreed that while membership would likely be 
beneficial, further information is needed. 

 
Diaconate- 
 

Our church picnic and a fundraiser for Diaconate will be October 
7. 

Gary noted that he will not be here for the next Diaconate and 
Council meetings on October 16th so Jan Helmich will be fill-
ing in for him. 

Diaconate will covering the worship service on October 28th in 
Pastor Joy's absence "open mic" style with the help of any-
one in the congregation interested in participating. 

Order forms for poinsettias will be available November 18th. 

The ecumenical Thanksgiving service will be held at the Method-
ist church as part of Feeding Friends on Wednesday Novem-



ber 21st.  That is not Plymouth's week 
to host but we will likely be asked to 
supply part of the feast, similar to last 
year. 

 
November 25th after worship will be the 

hanging of the greens in the sanctuary 
 
Diaconate approves of the pertinent 

changes to the constitution as proposed 
by the constitution review committee. 

 
 
Trustees- 
 

Mark noted that the roofer has dropped 
off his scaffolding and is ready to begin 
repairs. 

Waterproofing is scheduled for the last 
Thursday and Friday of this month, 
weather permitting. 

The handy man will be ready to reassem-
ble the kitchen as soon as work is com-
plete. 

Trustees have approved spending approx. 
$1500 to repair the drain tile that is 
causing backups in the ladies' bath-
room. 

Trustees approve of pertinent the changes 
to the constitution as proposed by the 
constitution review committee. 

 
Financial Report- 
 

Mark reported that while the budget 
spending is appears on track at this 
time, it should be noted that Diaconate 
is very low on funds and the budget for 
gas may overrun once it's time to turn 

the heat back on.  Also we have several build-
ing expenditures that were not budgeted for. 

Earl noted that stewardship is down approx. 
$5000 from last year at this time.  He sug-
gested that this be brought to the attention 
of the congregation, perhaps  by the modera-
tor during "open mic" Sunday as well as be-
ing included in the next newsletter.  Earl also 
noted that there is approx. $1100 from Sally 
Martin's memorial that could be counted as 
stewardship or directed to a specific expense. 

Earl also noted that Wells Fargo interest is down 
approx. $1400 compared to last year.  

Dave reported that Wacky Wednesday finished 
the 2017/18 school year with a deficit of ap-
prox. $685, however with contributions from 
Plymouth in July of approx. $1320 the pro-
gram is beginning the 2018/19 school year 
with approx. $635 in the budget.  Dave noted 
there is an additional $2000 designated for 
Wacky Wednesday from the Family Resource 
Center, plus small contributions from Farm-
ers Savings Bank and Upland Hills Health.  
Dave also reported that both Judy Campbell 
and Cathy Palzkill have offered to volunteer 
their time without pay to keep this program 
going, but that to be fair to them we need to 
continue compensating them for their exper-
tise. 

Bill reported that the Family Resource Center 
provided him with a $1000 grant application 
for Wacky Wednesday that is better sub-
mitted by Plymouth than FRC.  Bill asked for 
approval to apply for this grant on behalf of 
Plymouth.  Gary moved to approve.  Dave se-
conded.  Motion passed.   

Bill noted that he will also be applying for an ad-
ditional $1000 from Mound City Bank for the 
Wacky Wednesday program. 



On October 28th we are going to have an open mic 
Sunday worship.  This is an opportunity for you, the 
congregation, to share in worship in a way that is 
meaningful to you.  Participants are needed to offer a 
sermon, share poetry, sing a song, share stories, or 
any other kind of appropriate offering that comes to 
mind.  

We all have gifts to bring before God, and this is your 
opportunity to bring your gifts and share them with oth-
ers in a relaxed and encouraging environment.  It is 
our hope that through increased congregational partici-
pation, we can foster a deeper sense ownership of the 
worship experience, where worship is indeed the 
priesthood of all believers. 

If you are interested in participating, please talk to a 

Diaconate member or to Pastor Joy.   

 

Mission/Outreach Report- 
 

Mission Outreach approves of the perti-
nent changes to the constitution as 
proposed by the constitution review 
committee. 

 
 

Education-   

no report, however it was noted that 
this committee needs to sign off on 
the pertinent changes to the consti-
tution as proposed by the constitu-
tion review committee before the 
changes are presented to the congre-
gation on October 14.   

 
 
 
Moderator/Other Business (read by Bill)- 
 

Chuck would like approval to have the 
congregation-wide phone contact 
system up and running by the end of 
October.  Earl moved to approve this 
action/expenditure.  Dave seconded.  
Motion passed. 

 
 
Next meeting October 16, 2018  7pm 





 

Sometimes meeting times/

dates will change.  Please 

check the website,  Face-

book, or contact the church 

office 935-5727.  

 

Sundays 

Faith Explorers 8:45 am 

Special Music Sunday - 

once a month, usually the 

last Sunday of the month. 

 

Tuesdays 

Third Tuesday of the 

month: 

Diaconate 5:30 pm 

Council Meetings 7 pm- 

 

Wednesdays 

Wacky Wednesday, 2:30 - 

5:30 pm, September 

through May.  

Choir, 7 pm, September 

through May. 

Feeding Friends -  2nd 

Wednesday of the month.  

 

Thursdays 

Trustees - Second Thursday 

of the Month, 7 pm.  

Plymouth Circle -  Fourth 

Thursday of the month, 

noon, at Country Kitchen. 

 

Saturday 

Pasty Sales -  Second Satur-

day of the month October 

through April.   

The Diaconate Committee met September 18th.  Present were Gary, Harry, Julie and Jan. 
Discussions: 
Changes to the Constitution - Suggested changes will be discussed in the near future.  Each com-
mittee will look over the suggestions and see if this would work with the committee. 
Harvest Picnic and Auction October 7th- This will be a Potluck with the church providing lemon-
ade, coffee and hot chocolate.  We will eat outside if weather permits and hold the auction in-
side.  Some items have been brought to the church and will be kept in the overflow room until time 
to set up in Fellowship Hall for the auction. 
October 27th there will be a haunted house in our church basement. This will be held in conjunc-
tion with the trick or treat event sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce and will benefit our 
Wacky Wednesday program.  This will be geared for the 4th to 8th grade children.  Church mem-
bers, as well as Wacky Wednesday volunteers, will be working on this. Set-up will probably start 
after Wacky Wednesday on the 24th. 
Open Mic Sunday October 28th.  Pastor Joy will be on vacation that day so the Diaconate will be 
organizing this.  A poster will go up soon for people to sign-up where they would like to help. 
November 18th - an order form for memorial poinsettias should be included in the bulletin that 
day. 
November 21st there will probably be an ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve service with Feeding 
Friends with a traditional Turkey dinner.  More details later. 
November 25th -  Hanging of the Greens.  We need to check on getting the tree by the day before 
so it can be set up and ready for decorating.  We will also check on getting pizza for fellowship that 
day. 
We also discussed this year's Christmas Eve service.  No definite plans have been made at this 
time 
The next Diaconate Meeting will be October 16th. 
Jan Helmich, Secretary 
Sent from my LG Mobile 

Sisters, Marilyn and Carolyn, Sunday, Au-
gust 26, 2018, for Special Music Sunday.   

Flat Jesus made it to Atakapa, Colorado 
with the Haag Family.  

Flat Jesus even made it 
up to Wisconsin Dells 
with Joshua Adebisi.  He 
was on vacation with 
his family from Cum-
ming,  Georgia visiting 
with Mary Haag. 

https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/PlymouthMPUCC
https://www.youtube.com/user/PlymouthMPUCC
https://www.facebook.com/Plymouth-United-Church-of-Christ-Dodgeville-199789410061166/


Pasty Helpers Needed 

Making Pasties is a major fundraiser for  

Plymouth UCC.   

Please call Denise 574-5668 or Jill 935-2561 if 
you are willing to help.   

Friday Morning- 7:30 am -9 or so - pastry making 

(coffee included!)  

Saturday- 4:30/5:00 am until 8:00 am- first 

shift pasty making 

 Saturday- 8:00 am until 11:00 am-second 

shift pasty making  

Saturday 6:00 am-8:00 am- sales  

Saturday 8:00- 10:00am- sales  

Saturday 10:00 am-12:30 pm- sales  

Saturday 10:30- 12:30- clean up  

Feeding 

 

October 10 

Please call the church 

office to volunteer to 

help.   

935-5727 

Wacky Wednesday is looking forward  to another exciting year of fun and learning.  We always need volun-

teers, people with an interest or talent to share, and healthy snacks (no cookies, cupcakes, etc. please). For more information, call 

Judy Campbell at 574-1266 and leave a message.  

 

Choir  

Wednesdays  

7 pm 

 

 

Plymouth Circle meets at noon the fourth  

Thursday of each month, and it is open to everyone.   

Come and join the group for conversation and 

lunch.   

The next meeting is October 25th. 

If you would like to get 

involved…. 

 

Special  

Music  

Team 



 1 2 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

3 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

2:30 pm -  5:30 pm 

 

Wacky Wednesday  

2:30 - 5:30 pm 

Choir , 7 pm 

4 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

5 6 

7 Peace Garden 

Worship 10 am 
Fellowship following 
service 
Faith Explorers 8:45am 
Harvest Picnic and 
Auction 
World  
Communion  
Sunday 

8 

 

 

 

Columbus Day 

9 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

10 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

2:30 pm -  5:30 pm 

 

Wacky Wednesday  

2:30 - 5:30 pm 

Choir , 7 pm 

Feeding Friends, 5 pm 

11 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

Trustees, 7 pm 

12 13  Pasty Sale 

14 Worship 10 am 

Fellowship following 

service 

Faith Explorers 8:45 

am 

15 16 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

Diaconate, 5:30 pm 

Council, 7 pm 

17 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

2:30 pm -  5:30 pm 

 

Wacky Wednesday  

2:30 - 5:30 pm 

Choir , 7 pm 

18 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

19 20 

21 Worship 10 am 

Fellowship following 

service 

Faith Explorers 8:45 

am 

22 23 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

24 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

2:30 pm -  5:30 pm 

 

Wacky Wednesday  

2:30 - 5:30 pm 

Choir , 7 pm 

25 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

Plymouth Circle, 

@ noon 

26 27 

Dodgeville  

Halloween Block 

Party/Plymouth 

UCC Haunted 

House  

1-3 pm 

28 Worship 10 am 

Fellowship following 

service 

Faith Explorers 8:45 

am 

Open Mic Worship 

 

Special Music Sunday 

29 30 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

31 Office Hours  
8:00 am - 12:30 pm 
Pastor Available  
2:30 pm -  5:30 pm 
 
Wacky Wednesday  
2:30 - 5:30 pm 
Choir , 7 pm 

   



28  

33  

27  

32   

29 

Church Office:  

Pastor Availability 

Hours:  

Tuesday-Thursday 

10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Office Administrator 

Hours 

Tuesday-Thursday 

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

 

Pastor: 

Joylynn Graham 

Cell 553-0149 

pastor-

joylynn@gmail.com               

 

Office Administrator:  

Mary Haag 

935-5727 

plymouth@mhtc.net 

 

Maintenance: 

Keely Thomas 

Home 935-9259 

 

Organist: 

Marilyn Dunn 

 

Choir Director: 

Lisa Duwell 

 

Moderator:  

Chuck Roethe 

 

Vice Moderator: 

 

 

October 28  Shirley Barnes 

On Sunday, October 28, 

along with the Open Mic Wor-
ship, it will be Special Music 
Sunday.  Tom Boehm a flutist 
will be providing music.   

 

Please submit any items you would like 

to appear in the newsletter by this 

time.  Email your newsletter  

submissions to  

Listen! The wind is rising, 
 
And the air is wild with leaves, 
 
We have had our summer evenings, 
 
Now for October eves! 
 
-Humbert Wolfe (1885-1940)  

mailto:pastorjoylynn@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjoylynn@gmail.com
mailto:plymouth@mhtc.net
mailto:plymouth@mhtc.net


CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Moderator 

Chuck Roethe 

 

Vice Moderator 

 

 

Trustees 

Mark Pepelea  

 

Diaconate 

Gary McHone  

 

Mission 

Lisa Pepelea 

 

Clerk 

Denise Whitish 

 

Christian Education 

  

 

Treasurer 

Dave Pearson  

 

Financial Secretary 

Earl Barnes  

 

 

 

If your address, phone/cell 

number, or email have 

changed, please contact 

the office so that we may 

update our records .  You 

may call the office at 935-

5727, or email the office at  

plymouth@mhtc.net.   

Mission Statement 

“To grow and share our faith, worship God, and follow Jesus Christ in the ways of love, peace, compas-

sion, justice and the nurturing of God’s creation.” 

Vision Statement 

“To be a welcoming and thriving Christian Community, living our faith through reflection and action, 

while remaining grounded in God’s love.” 

mailto:plymouth@mhtc.net


Plymouth Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

115 West Merrimac Street 

Dodgeville, WI 53533 

Phone: 608-935-5727 

Email: Plymouth@mhtc.net 

Website: plymouthuccdodgeville.org 


