From the Pastor’s Keyboard…
Dear Friends,

Daffodils, tulips, and hyacinth, the Month of May is upon us!
On April 23, we celebrated Easter Sunday and if ever there was a year for celebration,
then surely this was it! It’s been a long winter, and we’re not completely out of the
woods yet, but signs of new life are all around.
So, it was fortuitous that Earth Sunday should follow right on the heels of Easter Sunday. On Earth Sunday we gathered in the fellowship hall for worship, and then we
went out and cleaned up the gardens. And there were so many of us, it hardly took
any time at all! That’s what a healthy church community looks like – everyone working together so that seemingly large tasks become opportunities for fun, instead of
drudgery for just one or two people.
Over the last two years we kind of lost track of that camaraderie. Over the last two
years, we missed the pure joy of working side by side toward a common cause – and
we missed the fun and laughter that ensues. We come together to worship God, but
we stick around for the community, and that is what has been missing as we dealt
with a ruthless pandemic.
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I won’t go so far as to say that the pandemic is behind us. If I have learned anything
over the last two years, it is the value of remaining flexible to all possibilities – including new outbreaks. But I do believe that we are learning to live with the pandemic.
And I believe that each of us have learned many new and valuable lessons from our
own experiences of it.
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As we worked in the gardens together removing the last year’s debris, new shoots of
life were exposed, and we had so much fun trying to figure out what each little sprout
was destined to be. It was hopeful and anticipatory, and that is how I see our little
church community. Have you notice all the new little shoots of life that are showing
up among us?
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Things are different now. Many familiar faces are gone, but there are indeed new
signs of life. Resurrection is happening, right here – right now, and we need to work
together – all of us – to ensure that this new life is not stifled by the debris of years
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past. We need to work together to clean up the garden of our community so that we might have the best possible chance of thriving – together – as one big, beautiful garden…and we need to remain open to all possibilities.

One of the key tenets of resurrection is that something must die first in order for something new to be born.
Out of death comes new life. It’s how the world works; it is the promise of our faith.
Let us work together to nurture this new life. Let us play together in celebration of this new life. And let us give
thanks to our God who gives us new life in Christ!
Holding you all in my heart and prayers,
Pastor Joy

…
Hello Plymouth,
I would like to thank everybody who voted this year to put in the new officers that are on the council. Together we
will work diligently to take care of the business of the church. Some changes that you may have noticed, our board
outside reflects prayers for Ukraine, and we are also flying a Ukraine flag instead of our rainbow-colored flag. Ideas
are in the works to have a fundraiser for Ukraine Relief. If anyone has ideas, or would like to help, that would be
greatly appreciated. Either come to myself, Randy Thompson, or Joylynn with your ideas.
Many of you are probably aware that the Wells Fargo bank in Dodgeville will be closing. Preparations for moving our
checking account to Farmer's Savings Bank are already in progress. As of this time, there is no need to move our endowment from Wells Fargo, but there again, other options are being looked At. As has always been the policy, anyone wishing to join a council meeting may sit in and share your ideas with the council. The council meets the 3rd
Tuesday of every month at 7 PM.
Please keep up on your committee reports also as there are many events that are coming up on the calendars. We
have seen some positive growth in the church and we all would like to see these numbers continue. Anything and
everything that we can do to put ourselves into the community we need to look at. It is thru community involvement that we will be seen.
Our indecisive spring this year of up-and-down temperatures has played on us all. It was so nice to see everyone including children out in our gardens cleaning up and getting them readymade for a beautiful Earth Day celebration.
Things are really starting to green up. I'm really looking forward to the new growing season. I'm so excited I wet my
plants!
Respectfully submitted by your moderator,
Gary McHone

Mission

CHURCH COUNCIL

Would you like to get involved? Volunteer for one of our missions.
Moderator

Little Free Pantry - Serves the members of the community by providing food for anyone in need. The Pantry is found outside in the front of the church. Donated food items
should be easy to open and easy to eat with minimal to no preparation. We could also use
some toiletries and personal items. Food pantry shelf is located downstairs next to the
door leading into the fellowship hall.

Gary McHone
Vice Moderator
Melody Thompson
Trustees

Pasty - Pasty season is here. Pasties are on the minds of members of the community and

Mark Pepelea

even those outside of the community who have heard about Plymouth’s pasties. Workers
are needed to make this successful each month. Please sign up to work one or more Saturdays through the entire season. Call into the office or contact Denise Whitish. Please let us
know how you can help. Let’s keep the best pasties in town available. Pasty dates - October 9, November 13, December 11, January 8, February 12, March 12, and April 9.

Diaconate

Wacky Wednesday - Wacky Wednesday is not in session this semester. While

Clerk

Wacky Wednesday after-school program is not happening this time, they are always in
need of volunteers. If you have a special talent you would like to share with the after school
participants or you would just like to help where needed, please contact the office or Judy
Campbell.

Randy Thompson
Mission
Chuck Roethe

Denise Whitish
Christian Education
Judy Campbell
Treasurer
Steve Pieroni
Financial Secretary

Faith Explorers - Wednesdays, 10:30 am via Zoom and Faith Explorers Evening
Edition, which takes place Wednesdays at 6 pm via zoom. If you have questions or
doubts, you are in the right place. If you want to meet with others who have questions
and doubts, then this group is for you. Please contact Pastor Joylynn for more information.

Plymouth Pathfinders - What is Plymouth Pathfinders? It is our newly organized Sunday School class. This class is on hold until further notice.

Plymouth Circle - Fourth Thursday of the month, noon, at Country
Kitchen. "Plymouth Circle (or as we call ourselves sometimes "The Out For Lunch
Bunch") this is the week! Open to all, men, women, couples, singles, everyone. We always have fun and good conversation.

Plymouth Circle of Care - This is a group of volunteers who are ready to help you
if you need help. Whether it’s a ride or a hot meal that is needed please contact a member of this group.

Earl Barnes

If your address, phone/
cell number, or email
have changed, please contact the office so that we
may update our records .
You may call the office at
935-5727, or email the
office at
plymouth@mhtc.net.

Schedules

Care Team - We are in the early stages of forming a Plymouth Care Team for
the purpose visiting those members who are no longer able to get out and about.
The Care Team, along with the Pastor will visit on a monthly basis and offer com-

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
May 19 @ 8 am

Usher

May 1 - Maureen Teubert
May 8 - Denise Whitish
May 15 - Harry and Gary McHone
May 22 - Earl and Shirley Barnes
May 29 - Melody and Randy Thompson
Reader
May 1 - Maureen Teubert
May 8 - Jan Helmich
May 15 - Gary McHone
May 22 - Earl Barnes
May 29 - Randy Thompson
Communion

Announcements/Coming up…
Mother’s Day – May 8 – Diaconate will supply 30 red roses to hand
out. We will also serve a Mother’s Day Pancakes and Strawberries
Brunch following worship.
Mini Food Pantry – The mini food pantry is in need of donations. Donated food items should be easy to open and easy to eat with minimal to no preparation. We could also use some toiletries and personal items. Food pantry shelf is located downstairs next to the door
leading into the fellowship hall.

May 1 - Jill Roethe
May 8 - Jan Helmich
May 15 - Gary McHone
May 22 -Dave Pearson
May 29 - Melody Thompson
*If you would like to volunteer to help with
Worship, please contact Randy Thompson.
Joyful Noise
Homeless Coalition
Fellowship
May 1 - Earl and Shirley Barnes
May 8 - Pancake Brunch
May 15 May 22 May 29 -

Please welcome our newest members, Rick and Mary Stellick,
who officially joined us on April 3, 2022.

JOYFUL NOISE
Thanks to your generosity in February
Happy Birthday:

Free Clinic

I ACCIDENTALLY DELETED THE BIRTHDAY
LIST. PLEASE SEND YOUR BIRTHDAY TO

US SO THAT WE CAN WISH YOU A HAPPY
BIRTHDAY.

May Joyful Noise Offering is designated for:
Homeless Coalition
Thank you!!!

THANK YOU,
MARY

Join us for in-person worship on Sundays at 10 am.

Circle of Care
Pastor Relations Committee
Earl and Shirley Barnes
Liz Bothfeld
Harry and Gary McHone
Dave and Gretchen Pearson
Rod and Mary Lukes
Lisa Pepelea
Chuck Roethe
Nancy Schmidt
Ross Vivian

10.00

Jill Roethe
Lisa Pepelea
Gary McHone
Earl Barnes
Harry Zelhofer

Every Sunday is a good
time to bring a guest with
you to Sunday Worship.

