the Herald

April 2016

God is Still Speaking

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ, Dodgeville, Wisconsin
A message from Pastor Joy

To the church of Plymouth in God and Christ, grace to you and peace. As I write to you on this beautiful spring day
with the sun pouring its heavenly rays through my window, I cannot help but reflect on resurrection, rebirth, new life
and what these things mean for us as a community of faith. Next week I will be taking a week off for some much
needed re-creation after a hectic Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter. During this time I will throw open my
windows, clean my house from top to bottom, put my affairs in order, give the dog a bath, and then sit back with a
happy sigh and praise our creator as I watch the trees leave and the flowers unfold.
This is a yearly ritual for me that I need almost as much as I need the air I breathe. It is a time of personal restoration
and re-centering, but it is also a time of watching as creation is brought back to life so that it may sing its praises
once again. During this time, the last of the snow is melting off; fields are being plowed; debris is being cleared
from yards and gutters. People are out walking; birds are singing; the earth is coming back to life, and everyone is
feeling that sense of anticipation as summer draws near. Spring is my favorite time of this journey called life, and if
I could linger here forever, I would.
But life is cyclic, and the only way to experience this rebirth is to first experience the long dark nights of winter. We
have done that this year. We have done that in our personal lives and in our communal lives. We have walked the
dark path of uncertainty as we have tried to navigate the dissolution of our yoke. We have experienced the
confusion of change as leadership roles have transferred. We are discerning new directions for our ministry and we
are becoming more active in our community, yet these changes are challenging because some of our old ways have
to be laid to rest in order to make room for new beginnings. And while for some of us that comes as a relief, for
others it is painful.
As the author of Ecclesiastes reminds us, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted…” (Ecclesiastes
3:1-2). We are in that time of rebirth and planting. In fact, many of our seeds are sprouting. If you have attended
our last two community conversations then you know that we are planning an after-school program that will have a
lasting impact on the lives of many children. Soon we will be voting on this as a congregation to determine if this is
to be a focal point of our ministry in the upcoming years. Your vote is important. Your participation is important.
Now is our time to grow in new directions and serve God in new ways.
This is the time of year when we observe creation being brought back to life so that it may once again sing its praises
to our creator. Let us join in singing our own song of praise as we open ourselves to the possibility of new life. We
are Plymouth and we can make a difference in our world!
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Joy
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Moderator’s Report
I begin with some conference news. The SW association meeting will be held in Fort Atkinson on April 16th.
Along with some revisions to consider in associations constitution, workshop will be held. We have room for
two more attendees. We should be back in Dodgeville by around 4:30 that day. Anyone interested in joining
Pastor Joylynn and I on that day should contact Sherry at the church office so our registration for the event can
be completed.
The new Plymouth Website is live. (plymouthuccdodgeville.org) Thanks to Gretchen, Pastor Joy and Sherry for
the hard work. As always, be patient while content is added and bugs are worked out. Mark your calendar for a
Saturday, May 7th clean-up day. Bring a lunch and be prepared to take home that closeted piece of Plymouth
memorabilia that you may have coveted. If you don’t want to be inside on that day, consider spending a few
hours in the Peace Garden. Weeds wait for no man. Another calendar date to remember is April 3rd. Max and
Gretchen Bruegger will be holding a small bake sale as part of a confirmation project.
Wacky Wednesday
Several Community Conversations have been devoted to discussion of a proposed after school program called
“Wacky Wednesday”. If you have not been able to attend either of those fellowship discussions, I love to bring
you up to speed. It is likely a date will soon be announced for a congregational meeting devoted to further
discussion of this matter. It is also possible we will be asked to vote on a proposal to help fund an offering in
the fall of 2017. It is as always important that we make an informed decision. Question me; let me know your
concerns. Call me 608-588-9233 or 608-553-0626. Email me at billd@americanplayers.org.
Mission Trip
Thanks again to the congregation for generous support. The trip was successful. The work conditions were a
bit rugged. Cold, wet weather dogged us all week. Mostly we stayed on our feet and out of the mud. We
worked in two homes. In our short week, the group was able to rebuild a roof and install a new vinyl floor.
We also made good use of a rainy day by installing shelving and doing some much needed electrical work for
our hosts at Camp Bethel. The scenery in Wise, VA is lovely. We were also able to secure some lumps of coal
for those of you who have earned it come Christmas time.
Thanks, Bill Duwell

Plymouth Church Council Minutes
March 15th, 2016
Present: Julie Neal, Pastor Joylynn Graham, Dave Pearson, Bill DuWell, Gary McHone, Steve Freedman,
Gretchen Pearson
Excused: Jill Roethe, Chuck Roethe, Earl Barnes
Opening Prayer: Pastor Joy
Agenda Changes and approval: Dave moved and Joy seconded to approve the Agenda. Approved
Corrections and Approval of Council Minutes of February 16th, 2016: Gary moved & Steve seconded to
approved the Minutes. Approved.
Pastor’s Report:
plymouthuccdodgeville.org
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The website will be up and running soon. The domain name has been purchased.
Community Conversations – Next conversation will be Sunday with the After School Program and
Honoring Choices to be the topics. A light lunch will be served.
Association Annual meeting is April 16th at $15 per person at First Congregational in Fort Atkinson
from 8:30 to 2:15 with closing worship, adjournment at 3:00 p.m. Dave moved that the church cover
the registration fees for four members, Joy seconded. Approved.
An all Church Spring cleaning is scheduled for Saturday May 7th with a lunch.
Pastor Joy suggested we purchase light weight folding round tables and comfortable folding chairs for
the over-flow room. The Trustees will look into purchasing the tables and chairs. Bill moved to approve
the clean-up day and tentatively approve the purchase of tables and chairs. Approved.
Historian – Ann Bachner, Sherry Miess and Pastor Joy talked about forming a group of historians to deal
with all the records, papers and pictures that are collecting in the offices. Ann volunteered to take some
items to the Ruth Circle meeting for the women to look over and possibly agree to do some sorting.
Doorbell – Trustees will research buying a much needed wireless doorbell.
Peace Garden – Do we hire someone to clean up the Peace Garden? It was agreed to leave that to
volunteers rather than hire anyone. Gary said he would help coordinate volunteers. The plaque
recognizing the Garden as Chris Teubert’s Eagle Scout project will be attached to a large rock.
Dave will check on a projector that will work with Pastor Joy’s iPad.

Financial Report: Steve reported on the balance sheet and the Fund Report.
• Trustees will work on the line-item list. Dave suggested that there be an account number indicated on
the expenditure or deposit so the accountant doesn’t need to ask where a deposit or withdrawal should
be recorded.
• Mark Pepelea will head up the Wells Fargo endowment documents and will get the signature changed.
Committee Reports
• Education: Julie –
• Confirmation kids will have a bake sale April 3rd.
• There was a discussion about hiring a nursery attendant if needed. In the recent past a high school
student had been hired for about 2 hours (during the service and fellowship). One requirement
would be to have attended the Red Cross baby sitting class. A back-up sitter would be needed in
case the regular sitter would be unavailable. There is already a line item for nursery attendant in the
budget. We will count on a volunteer for now if an attendant is needed.
•

•

Diaconate: Gary –
• Details have been finalized for the Maundy Thursday service. Julie, Jan Helmich and Pastor Joy are
going to set things up. The Methodist Church is bringing soup and sandwiches. Plymouth will also
provide soup.
• Communion list is finalized. Gary explained the procedure for cutting the bread. An usher will
assist with serving. Members of the congregation will conduct the service April 10th and Michelle
Bruegger will show a video.
Trustees: Steve
• Windows –the window project will begin the end of April or beginning of May.
• Elevator – it’s been fixed.

Mission: Bill –
• Chuck Roethe has discussed with the Trustees about combining the mission and outreach budget items.
Our accountant did not recommend it. Rather assign outreach to another existing account. Steve will
talk with her to get some clarity on this issue. The treasurer, mission chair, and the financial secretary
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will join this discussion if possible.
Chuck has applied to the Dodgeville Chamber of Commerce to participate in the Farmer’s Appreciation
Day parade.
Joyful Noise for the rest of March will be for the Hodan Center. Tom Schmidt will speak on the 20th
and Earl Barnes will speak on the 27th.

Other Business:
• Annual meeting follow up
• Constitution Review Team: Bill
• Sherry’s Contract: Steve moved and Dave seconded that the contract be approved. Approved.
• A request was made to have the April Council meeting a week early before Pastor Joy goes on vacation.
• Constitution and by-Laws review team members are Dave Pearson, Shirley Barnes, Gary McHone and
Steve Freeman.

Next meeting April 12th at 7pm

The point is to communicate and give everyone a voice. See you at the next Community Conversation on
Sunday, April 17th. Please mark your calendars for these very important conversations!

“Love Dodgeville”
In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)
The planning for the first “Love Dodgeville” event is well underway. Area churches and community members
will be coming together on May 1, 1 PM, to provide assistance to organizations and citizens in town. We will
be showing the love of God through the efforts on that day.
There will be various projects, inside and outside, for folks of all ages. Here is what we have to date, with other
projects in the works:
• Working at a We Care location to sort and organize clothing for an upcoming event that they do yearly
• Working in the school district Arboretum, with the guidance of Gari Walz
• Working at the home of select senior citizens, who may need help with weeding, home repair, painting,
etc. (Pastors have been informed to submit a couple names, along with what each project will entail.)
If you have a project idea that would benefit our town, please contact the pastor of your church or one of the
following individuals (with specifics regarding your idea):
Grace Lutheran Church – Dennis Polglaze
Dodgeville United Methodist Church – Robin and Doug Digman
Plymouth United Congregational Church of Christ – Chuck and Jill Roethe
Blackhawk Church Dodgeville Life Group – Brenda Crowe
plymouthuccdodgeville.org
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Sign-up sheets will be sent to the churches, when project details, including number of folks needed at each site,
are finalized.
Let us be the hands and feet of Jesus in our community.

Sunday School Schedule
The APRIL schedule will be as follows:
April 3 – Jill Roethe
April 10 – Julie Neal
April 17 – Anne Bachner
April 24 – Marie Fry
Thanks everyone!! Julie Neal

Feeding Friends Community Meal
It will be Plymouth's turn to host the Feeding Friends dinner on Wednesday, April 13th at 5:00pm. The main
dish is Scalloped Potatoes with Ham and the Coordinators will be Gretchen and Dave Pearson. 414-507-2242,
gpearson@countryspeed.com Please call or email them if you can help out with set-up, serving or cleanup.
Volunteers are still needed to make a salad or a dessert (cookies, bars, cake) for this meal. Food donations are
more than welcome since the number of people attending the meal is increasing.
Food prep time is from 3:30pm-5pm with meal serving at 5:00 pm until 6:30pm. Joyful Noise offerings help
with the purchase of food for this community meal.
You are always invited to come and eat a great meal every Wednesday at the Methodist Church in Dodgeville
and enjoy the company of around 120 other people from the community.
Parking for Feed Friends is getting hard to find and people that are working the event should park in the gravel
lot next to the fitness center.
Needed for Feeding Friends: Cottage cheese, Kool Whip and large yogurt cartons to store leftovers or use for
carry out meals. Also any 4 or 5 quart ice cream buckets with lids. Please put any of these clean containers on
the kitchen counter near the sign & box for “Feeding Friends containers”. Thank you.

plymouthuccdodgeville.org
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Food Pantry Wish
List
Jelly/jam
Peanut butter
Pancake mix
Syrup
Ketchup
Boxed desserts

Volunteers Needed On April 23rd
The 5th Annual Wisconsin Gilled
Cheese Championship will be held in
Dodgeville at the Ley Pavilion at Harris
Park.
Volunteers are needed to continue to
make this a successful event.
Sign up at:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20
f0f4ba5af2aa5fb6-5thannual

Boxed potatoes
Canned meals
Jello/pudding
Hamburger Helper
Cake Mix

Muffin Mix
Cash donations are
also welcome

Hello gardeners and garden workers,
Greg Marr will clean up and spread mulch this spring. Please
join me to work Wednesday, April 20th between 9:30 and
11:30. Or, call me at 608-935-5541, and we’ll set up a time that
works for you. We also need someone to plant and care for the
flower pots at the front of the church.
Thank you,
Anne Bachner
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We are also know as your 2015 – 2016 confirmation class. We would like to do a service project for our
school involving rubber ducks. We are calling it The Friendship Duck Hunt. Our goal is to help stop
bullying in our school and bring awareness to it.
We invite you to church on May 1st to help contribute by writing nice messages on the button of the
rubber ducks. Once again; we would like you to help bring awareness to bullying.
Thank you!

Roles of the Treasurer and the Financial Secretary at Plymouth
Some members seemed to be confused as to the separate roles of the Treasurer and the Financial Secretary. As
Treasurer, Dave Pearson is responsible for paying all bills of the Church as authorized by the approved budget
or under direction of the Council/Trustees. As Financial Secretary, Earl Barnes is responsible for receiving and
depositing all monies given or payable to the Church. Basically, any bills to be paid should go to the Treasurer
to pay and any monies given to the Church should be given to the Financial Secretary for deposit. (The
Treasurer, Dave, has a mail basket on the file drawers. The Financial Secretary, Earl, has a mail basket on the
book shelves just past the secretary’s desk. If the office is locked there are member mailboxes outside the office
door for Pearson and Barnes)

April 10th Relay BBQ at Plymouth UCC
Pulled Chicken or Pulled Pork and two sides, dessert and beverage.
12 and over: $10
Ages 3 to 12: $7
Age 3 and under eats free with a paying customer.
From: 11:30 - 2:00 and carry-outs are available
Contact Rainbow Rebel team members for tickets or the church
office.

April 10th RELAY BBQ!!!!!!!!
plymouthuccdodgeville.org
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Please Join Us
Paint Night Event to Benefit Relay For Life on April 18th
The link to the paint night is at https://paintnite.com/events/1053662.html Event starts at 7 p.m. and it is at
the Dodgerbowl in Dodgeville. People will need to buy tickets on-line. Cost is $45. $15 of each ticket will be
split between Rainbow Ribbon Rebels and Scrapbook Junkies. There will also be a Silent Auction.
******************************************************************************

RAINBOW RIBBON REBEL’S RELAY FOR LIFE
FUNDRAI$ING GARAGE SALE
FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 7AM – 7PM
SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 7AM TO 12 NOON
IN PLYMOUTH FELLOWSHIP HALL
If you have items to donate - contact a member of the team or Bridget at
608-558-5094

Pastoral Relations Committee
What is the Pastoral Relations Committee? It is a committee appointed by the church council and is designed
to be a communication link between the pastor and the congregation. The Pastoral Relation Committee meets
on a regular basis and discuss issues that the congregation or the pastor has. Both challenges and successes are
discussed with the hope of finding possible solutions to the challenges. If members of the congregation have
concerns about something and do not feel comfortable bringing them to the pastor, they can be brought to the
committee members. The Pastoral Relations Committee does not have the authority to make decisions for the
church. We can only bring up ideas to the appropriate committees. Our goal is to strengthen the relationship
between the pastor and the congregation and to help the church grow in a more unified way. The Pastoral
Relations committee consists of 4 members of the congregation: Jan Helmich, Maureen Teubert, Brad
Bruegger, and David Neal. If you have something you would like brought before the committee, please contact
one of us.

plymouthuccdodgeville.org
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Plymouth Church and the Family Resource Center will be proposing an after-school program
for children from DES beginning in September, 2016. This project will benefit not only the
children who participate, but also the church community. Watch for more information.
“WACKY” WEDNESDAY
AFTER-SCHOOL KIDS CLUB
Wednesdays 2:30-5:30 pm
36 weeks
30-35 students grades K-5
Minimum of 3 adults on site (Pastor Joy would be one) plus
Older student helpers from DHS (Key Club & NHS)
Programming:
Healthy Snacks
Homework Club
Artist Circle
Theater Troupe
Service Learning Projects

plymouthuccdodgeville.org
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Just a Friendly Reminder: Please make sure to check / clean up counters and tables in the fellowship hall if you
have used them. Please check to make sure water is not left running in the restroom. Lights or fans should not
be left on after meetings or practices. Thank you.
May 7th Plymouth will have a SPRING CLEANING DAY. An all Church Spring cleaning is scheduled for
Saturday, May 7th from 9 to 3. Please join us for this event and bring some snacks along to share to keep
everyone energized. Sherry will be starting a list of cleaning projects and please feel free to suggest some tasks
or things that you have noticed need cleaning or organizing.

April 10th Guest Speaker at Plymouth
Kirby Davidson is a long-time supporter of the American Cancer Society. He first got involved when his son, Ryan,
was diagnosed with brain cancer at age 6. Shortly after Ryan’s diagnosis, Kirby and his entire family got involved
in the fight against cancer and started “Ryan’s Team Trojan” as a part of the Sun Prairie Relay For Life. Over the
past 10 years, Ryan’s Team Trojan has raised more than $130,000 for the American Cancer Society. His message
has been heard loud and clear as one of the leading advocates for cancer research funding. In Wisconsin, he has
been the top recruiter of ACSCAN members, the #1 Lights of Hope seller, and been interviewed as an ACS
volunteer and advocate on numerous TV, newspaper and radio stations. He served a three-year term on the
American Cancer Society’s National Peer Review Committee in which he assisted in reviewing cancer research
grant proposals. He was named the 2015 National Volunteer of the Year by the American Cancer Society Cancer
Action Network. Kirby has used his story and his message to Fight Back against this horrible disease. He will
present his inspirational story and message of “Hope is a Four-Lettered Word”.

Pastor Joy’s Schedule

Pastor Hours: Pastor Joy will be available
Tuesday through Thursday for Pastoral
visits or Pastoral care. Please feel free to
drop by the office or you can call for an
appointment.
Pastor Joy may be reached at: 553-0149,
or the church office at 935-5727 or
plymouth@mhtc.net

Newsletter Submissions

Please email the information for the MAY 2016
Newsletter to Sherry at Plymouth@mhtc.net by
April 25thth. THANK YOU!
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Monday

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

3
Max & Gretchen
Bruegger Bake
Sale

4

5

Pastor Joy will
be on vacation
from the 4 -11th

6

Choir Practice
7pm

7

8

15

2

9
Pasties

Mission
Committee
Meeting - 9:00am
Relay For Life
Luminary Bags
for sale for $5.
Please bring them
to 4/10 service
Confirmation - 3
pm

10

11

Kirby Davidson
as guest speaker
& Relay for Life
Barbecue, 11:30 –
2 pm

12

13

14

Council Meeting
7 pm

Feeding Friends
5 pm

Pastoral
Relations
Meeting 7 pm

Choir Practice
7pm

17

18

19

20

Plymouth
Community
Conversations after worship

Paint Night
Fund-Raiser7pm @
Dodgerbowl

Council Meeting
7pm

Ruth Circle
Choir Practice
at 7pm

24

25

26

21

27

28

Choir Practice
7pm

Trustee Meeting
7pm

16
Southwest
Association
Annual
Meeting 8:30
am

22

23

Garage Sale
Fellowship Hall:
from 7am to
7pm

Garage Sale
Fellowship
Hall from
7am to Noon

29

30

1
Friendship Duck
Hunt - after
worship
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Plymouth Congregational
United Church of Christ
115 W. Merrimac Rd.
Dodgeville, WI 53533

Phone: 608-935-5727
E-mail: plymouth@mhtc.net
Website: plymouthuccdodgeville.org

Pastor
Reverend Joylynn Graham
Cell 553-0149
pastorjoylynn@gmail.co
Office Administrator
Sherry Miess
Office 935-5727
Email Plymouth@mhtc.net

TV Broadcast Schedule
Sunday worship is on Dodgeville Local Access channel
(MHTC channel 10). The schedule is as follows:
· Sunday at 4 pm
· Tuesday at 7 pm
· Thursday at 8 am
Sermons are available for viewing on our website,
plymouthuccdodgeville.org and on YouTube.com

Maintenance
Keely Thomas
Home 935-9259
Organist
Marilyn Dunn
Choir Director
Lisa Duwell
Council Moderator
Bill Duwell

Church Council
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Landon Balk - 6th
Angela Brown – 11th
Mary Lukes – 12th
Sean Brown – 12th
Carolyn Portwine – 18th

CELEBRATE

Vice Moderator

Bill DuWell, Moderator
Chuck Roethe, Vice
Moderator
Steve Freeman, Trustees
Gary McHone, Diaconate
Chuck Roethe, Mission
Gretchen Pearson, Clerk
Julie Neal, Christian Ed
Dave Pearson, Treasurer

Chuck Roethe
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