the Herald

December 2016

God is Still Speaking

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ, Dodgeville, WI
From the Pastor’s Pen…
Greetings Beloved,
As we enter into December and say goodbye to November, let me just add one more thing I am thankful for,
and that is for you. We are beginning
our third yearCongregational
together, and over the lastUnited
two years I Church
have found something
Plymouth
of Christ
special to love in each and every one of you. I am thankful to be your pastor, and I am thankful to have a spiritual
family that shines the light of God’s love in such unique and beautiful ways.
Last week we had our ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at the Methodist Chruch, and what a wonderful and
meaningful time that was for us. I had the honor of preaching this year and it was so very comforting to look out at
all those assembled and see so many Plymouth faces looking back at me. Over the past year our ecumenical
relationships have grown and strengthened, and this is exactly what is needed in the world today. When we come
together and celebrate our common humanity and love for God, we build the bridges that are so sorely needed right
now.
With the Thanksgiving holiday behind us, it’s tempting to leave behind our thankfulness as well. But as we
enter in to the season of Advent gratitude is more important than ever. Thomas Merton wrote: "Advent is the
beginning of the end of all in us that is not yet Christ." When I am thankful I am more connected to Christ than at
any other time.
I believe Advent is needed more than ever this year. The new year is likely to bring some with it some
tremendous change, and the direction of that change is already charged with a lot of tension. Many of us who are
engaged in social transformation are feeling discouraged right now. We are acutely aware of the evils of the world.
At times we can’t help but feel despair or anger at the injustices, and sometimes we might even find that we are
creating our own bleakness and depression. For this reason it is essential that we yoke ourselves to disciplines that
generate hope.
Some good disciplines for Advent might include: limiting, or even fasting from social media altogether,
finding news sources that focus on un-biased reporting rather than sensational headlines, a daily practice of prayer
and meditation, a daily habit of gratitude, noticing the good stuff in life, paying attention to other people, having
face-to-face conversations, and serving others in small ways…
When we practice spiritual discipline we find ourselves dipping into a deep refreshing pool of joy and
contentment, and we are reminded that the world and everything in it, good and bad, belongs to God. We become
content with the natural rythem of receiving our daily bread, doing good, offering hospitality, choosing compassion
and forgiveness, serving the "least of these," singing, praying, and, when night comes, giving our bodies and souls
over to sleep.
We light the Advent candles to remind us that things are not always as they seem, and that hope springs
forward at the sound of its name. What habits do you have that generate hope?
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Joy
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November 2016 Pastor’s Report
Attendance:
Oct 23 Oct 30 Nov 6 Nov 13 -

28
44
34
34

Calendar:
Oct 18 –

Oct 19 -

Oct 20 Oct 21 Oct 23 Oct 25 Oct 26 -

Oct 27 Oct 30 Nov 1 Nov 2 -

Nov 3
Nov 4 Nov 6 Nov 8 Nov 9 -

Nov 10 Nov 13 Nov 15 -

Office Hours
Council Meeting
Diaconate Meeting
Office Hours
Meet with Pastor’s Group
Wacky Wednesday
Community of Practice in Deforest
Meet with Associate Conference Minister
Worship
Adult Discussion Group
Office Hours
Meet with member for website training
Office Hours
Meet with Pastor’s Group
Wacky Wednesday
Office hours
Meet with Pastoral Relations Committee
Worship
Adult Discussion Group
Office hours
Meet with Moderator
Office hours
Meet with Pastor’s Group
Wacky Wednesday
Office Hours
Meeting for Wacky Wednesday
Hospital Visit in Madison
Worship
Adult Discussion Group
Office hours
CCFC Meeting
Office Hours (Missed due to illness)
Meet with Pastor’s Group (Missed due to illness)
Wacky Wednesday (Missed due to illness)
Feeding Friends (Missed due to illness)
Office Hours (Missed due to illness)
Spiritual Direction
Worship
Adult Discussion Group
Office Hours
Feeding Friends Meeting
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Council Meeting
Highlights:

Worship attendance has been up this month & we have even seen some new faces. There will be a
community potluck on November 19 so that we can spend some time together in fellowship and fun.
November 23 we will be having our Ecumenical Thanksgiving service and I will be preaching this year.
There will also be an ecumenical choir in which Plymouth members are invited to participate.

Moderator’s Report

This past month the council has been making sausage. Perhaps it is more accurate to say
that we have been providing some of the ingredients that aid the trustees in making budgetary
sausage. I hope we have a decent recipe. You have to taste it and let us know. If you were
not able to attend the November community conversation, you’ll wand a copy of the
preliminary budget. This is the perfect time to offer input. In January we will be voting and
hopefully you input now will yield a proposal that is agreeable in January.
The stewardship campaign continues. Thanks to those who have already responded. Knowing
what our pledges will be prior to presenting a budget for vote is an important factor in
providing accurate income estimates. This year’s term for giving is winding to an end. We are
closing in on meeting our goals and possible exceeding them. Way to go Plymouth! Money
isn’t everything. The more important forms of giving, in my view, are time and talent. Seats
on several committees must be filled. Please consider helping by giving time to the Diaconate
and Trustee Teams or be a volunteer on our Pastoral relations committee. Two of our trustees
are finishing up their second terms of service. Thank you, Steve Freeman, and Anne Bachner
for your dedication. I mean no disrespect if others are completing years of service and I am
failing to make mention of their efforts. I beg forgiveness for that. I appreciate all of the time
and talent that is graciously provided by our church volunteers
Wacky Wednesday continues to be a success and challenge. In recent weeks, we have focused
on themes such as thankfulness and responsibility. We have instituted clean-up assignments
for each child at the end of a session. I would not give us out “A” grades yet in that area but
better efforts are being made. I hope to round our theatre arts learning into a talent show by
the time this school year ends. Progress is slow but steady. Each week I learn a bit about the
creative energy that is inside the shyest of our children. That is a gift I am thankful for.
Peace and Love, Bill D
plymouthuccdodgeville.org
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Scripture Readings for the Month of December
December 4
Second Sunday of Advent
Joel 2:12-13, 28-29 (Luke 11:13)
God’s Promised Spirit
Turn to a merciful God, promise of the Spirit.
December 11
Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-11 (Luke 4:16-21)
Spirit of the Lord upon Me
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to bring good news, liberty, and to make an everlasting covenant.
December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Luke 1:26-49 (Psalm 113 or 113:9)
Jesus’ Birth Announced
Announcement of Jesus’ birth to Mary; he will receive the throne of David.
December 24
Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] (Ps 96 or 96:3) Christmas Eve
Birth of Jesus
December 25
Christmas Day
Luke 2:8-20 (Psalm 123:1-2 or 123:2)
Shepherds Visit
Shepherds visit the infant Jesus
2016 Plymouth UCC Council Meeting November 15, 2106

Present: Bill DuWell, Julie Neal, Earl Barnes, Dave Pearson, Pastor Joy, Gretchen Pearson, Chuck Roethe
Steve Freeman.
Excused: Gary McHone
Opening Reflection and Prayer-Pastor Joy
Agenda changes and approval: Dave moved to approve the agenda, Bill seconded. Approved.
Corrections and Approval of Council Minutes of October 18, 2016: Change OCWM to Conference dues.
Chuck moved, Steve seconded to approve the minutes as corrected. Approved.
Pastors Report: Pastor Joy
 Joy submitted a calendar report and attendance report
 Sand Bur Consulting – Pastor Joy wrote to the consultants about doing the organizational part of the
proposal and received a long reply from Sand Bur. Pastor Joy told the consultants we have talked about
plymouthuccdodgeville.org
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working on a mission statement this year. What is God calling us to do and where do we want to focus
our energies. What is our vision? We need to trust ourselves and look at who we are as a people and
look for God’s voice. Pastor will write back to Sand Bur that we will focus on our mission statement.
Bill mentioned the Trustee committee seemed to feel a mission statement should be worked on. We
should put a copy of Pastor Joy’s description of how to develop a vision and mission statement in front
of the congregation to read and think about. Steve moved and Dave seconded that the congregation will
not pursue Sand Bur Consulting but rather proceed with the development of a mission statement.
Approved
We need a vision (more abstract) statement first to write a mission statement (more concrete).
Community Conversation will be November 20th .

Financial Report: Steve, Dave, Earl
 The financials are on track for the middle of November.
 Income – Stewardship is almost 24% higher than last year. Projected total will run about $60,000 or
more for 2016.
 Wells Fargo investment interest is 9% higher this year than last year.
 Julie moved and Chuck seconded to approve the financial report. Approved
Committee Reports
Education: Julie – there is now a “Children’s Corner” on the Church website.
Diaconate: Meeting will be Thursday.
Trustees: Steve
 Building Maintenance – no changes. Snow removal plan will remain the same. Trustees made a list of
building maintenance priorities and will come up with some estimates of costs.
 Budget – Dave moved and Earl seconded that we increase the pastor’s base salary and housing to match
the UCC guidelines: Base salary of $37,639 and 30% housing. Approved.
Mission: Chuck – there will be a collection the last Sunday in November for Hurricane Mathew destruction in
Haiti through the UCC.

Other Business: Bill
 Pasty pricing/staffing follow-up – perhaps there are some service organizations in need of service hours
to help out with pasty making. Denise Whitish gave Bill a list of community organizations which might
be willing to provide volunteers. It was decided that, because this month’s sale ran smoothly and there
were enough volunteers, we will see going forward how things are working out before we move to
another plan.
 A suggestion was made about buying local potatoes.
 Stewardship Campaign – Pledging has been talked about the last two Sundays by Bill and Chuck.
Letters have gone out. The next two Sundays will be devoted to donation of time. There are/will be
some openings on the Diaconate and Trustee committees.
 Reviews/Goals – Bill and the Pastoral relations committee met with Pastor Joy. Duties and
responsibilities need to be looked at and updated.
 The question is - would it be best to have the Pastoral relations committee be responsible for Pastoral
reviews with input from the council? This needs to be formalized.
Respectfully submitted,
Gretchen Pearson, Clerk
Next Meeting December 20th at 7p.m.
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Plymouth Community Conversations
Feeding Friends Community Meal
Plymouth will host the Feeding Friends dinner on
Wednesday, December 14 at 5:00pm. The meal will be
Stroganoff, French Bread, Corn, Salads & Dessert and
the coordinators will be Dave & Gretchen.

The point is to communicate and give
everyone a voice.
The next Plymouth Community
Conversations will be on December 18th

Please join us.

All food donations are more than welcome since the
number of people attending the meal is over 120 people.
Please contact Dave & Gretchen if you can help by
donating food or with meal prep, serving and cleanup.
Food prep time is from 3:30pm-5pm with meal serving
at 5:00 pm until 6:30pm.

14th Annual Santa Secret Shop
Sponsored by Dodgeville Kiwanis
December 3 & 10, from 8:30 AM – 1:30 PM
Former Thym’s/Hill’s Pub building
(beside House on the Rock Inn)
Items for all ages/Lunch/Bake sale
plymouthuccdodgeville.org
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Kiwanis Community
Holiday Concert

Sunday, December 4,
2016 5:30 p.m.
Grace Lutheran Church,
Dodgeville, WI

Please join us at 7:00pm on December 24th
for a special worship service.

There will not be a worship service on
Christmas Day so you can spend time with
loved ones.

On December 18th, the Plymouth Choir will partake in
caroling at 3 local nursing homes from 1:00 to 3:15. Everyone
is more than welcome to join them. The group may go out for
lunch beforehand. More information to come from Choir
Director: Lisa Duwell.

Opening Act:
Al Piper, guitarist, singer
with a powerful voice and
unique talent featuring
Christian, Country and
Folk music.

Feature Act: The
Americana, Country,
Folk, Soft Rock/Pop Rock
music of entertainer,
singer, guitarist
Kevin Murphy
Ruth Circle

Ruth Circle
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Monday

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

Saturday

2

3

Breakfast with Santa in FH
5-1

4

5

6

7
Wacky
Wednesday
2:30-5:30
Choir 7pm

8

9

10
Pasty making

11

12

13

14
Wacky
Wednesday
2:30-5:30
Feeding
Friends 5 pm

15
Trustee
Meeting
7pm

16
Christmas
Open
House at
Pastor
Joy’s 69pm

17

22

23
Newsletter
content
due

Choir 7pm
18

19

1-3:15pm

25
No Service at
Plymouth UCC

26

20
Diaconate
Meeting
5pm &
Council
Meeting
7pm

21
Ruth Circle

Wacky
Wednesday
2:30-5:30

27

30
28

24

7:00PM

31

29

Wacky
Wednesday
2:30-5:30
Choir 7pm
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Plymouth Congregational
United Church of Christ
115 W. Merrimac Rd.
Dodgeville, WI 53533
Phone: 608-935-5727
E-mail: plymouth@mhtc.net
Website: plymouthuccdodgeville.org

Pastor

TV Broadcast Schedule

Reverend Joylynn Graham
Cell 553-0149
pastorjoylynn@gmail.com
Office Administrator
Sherry Miess
Office 935-5727

Sunday worship is on Dodgeville Local Access channel. (MHTC
channel 10). The schedule is as follows:
 Sunday at 4 pm
 Tuesday at 7 pm
 Thursday at 8 am
Sermons are also available for viewing on our website:
plymouthuccdodgeville.org and on YouTube.com

Email :Plymouth@mhtc.net
Maintenance
Keely Thomas

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATE

Church Council

Home 935-9259

Bill DuWell, Moderator

Organist

Chuck Roethe, Vice
Moderator

Marilyn Dunn
Choir Director

Frank Duwell – December 9th
Louis Neal - December 11th

Steve Freeman, Trustees
Gary McHone, Diaconate
Chuck Roethe, Mission
Gretchen Pearson, Clerk

Lisa Duwell

Julie Neal, Christian Ed

Council Moderator

Dave Pearson, Treasurer

Bill Duwell

Earl Barnes, Finical
Secretary

Vice Moderator
Chuck Roethe
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