OCTOBER 2017
ECUMENICAL HURRICANE RELIEF BENEFIT
Thanks to everyone who helped make the benefit a success. Thank you to Pastor Joylynn for
organizing and involving Grace Lutheran and UMC. It was a fantastic evening.

UPDATES
*Please check the Fellowship
signup in the Sanctuary and
sign up if you are able.
Thanks!
*World Communion Sunday is
October 1.
*Feeding Friends is October
11.
*First Pasty Sale of the season
is October 14.

Facebook page is
updated weekly.
Plymouth United
Church of Christ
Dodgeville.

Visit our webpage
for updated information.

A Note from the Pastor…
Dear Friends,
On October 31, 1517, a German monk named Martin Luther nailed a sheet of paper entitled “95 Theses” on
the University of Wittenberg’s chapel door. Luther was angry with Pope Leo X’s latest scheme to finance the building of a new Basilica, and the “95 Theses” laid out a searing critique of the current administration.
Beginning in the 11th century, the Vatican began the practice of offering indulgences, which gave “sinners”
the opportunity to be absolved of their sins without having to actually do any penance. The system was predicated
on two beliefs; one, that the absolution of sin required some form of punishment, and two, that purgatory was a
place where sinners who still had outstanding balances could go and work them off. Indulgences were first introduced as a way of recruiting soldiers for the crusades by offering them a signing bonus that included the “full remission of sins.”
It was a questionable system that grew to be very complex and very corrupt, especially when the papacy began selling indulgences for money. By the time of Luther, indulgences were also being sold on behalf of loved ones
who were already dead, so that their time in purgatory could be reduced. In fact, there was a Dominican friar
named Johann Tetzel who would go around hawking indulgences by saying, “When a penny in the coffer rings, / A
soul from Purgatory springs.”
Luther, in his frustration, penned a document that advocated two essential beliefs – one, that the Bible is the
central religious authority, and two, that humans reach salvation only by faith and not by deeds. These beliefs directly challenged the Church’s corrupt practice of selling “indulgences,” and it was this document that sparked the
Protestant Reformation.
On October 31, it will be 500 years since Luther nailed “95 Theses” on that chapel door. Actually, if you want
to know the truth, it’s doubtful that Martin Luther literally took a hammer and nailed it to the door, but it’s a great
story, and it provokes the memory of another rebel – one who overturned tables and spoke in parables as he dissolved the thin veneer that barely covered the deep-rooted corruption and spiritual malaise of the Pharisees.
Like Jesus, Martin Luther wanted to achieve a just church for everyone, and like Jesus, his actions were perceived as actions of revolution and treason. He reminded the Church leaders that they are not the point; that God is
the point, and that salvation comes from God alone. Comfortable, ambitious Church leaders don’t want to hear
that, and Luther’s remarks led to a lot of bloodshed and a lot of wrongful death. Hundreds of years’ worth in fact,
but it also led to us – Plymouth United Church of Christ, right here in Dodgeville, where all are welcomed and all are
embraced.
So what happens today when people of good will pose questions to the powers that be? If you ask questions
too loudly you’re perceived as subversive and problematic, yet there are so many things that we need to discuss.
We need to talk about race, climate change, poverty, health care, and then maybe have a good review of our moral
standards and ethical values. These conversations are all badly needed – but the reactions always seem to be way
more than we bargained for. And we all know this. We’ve all bumped up against it.
But that doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t keep bringing these things up. As painful as it is, the only way to
new life is through a spring-cleaning of the old. It’s a thankless task sometimes. Neither Jesus, nor Luther were
lauded for their efforts. Luther was ex-communicated, and declared an outlaw and a heretic. Jesus was crucified by
Pontius Pilate.
But the church grew and unfolded into something else, something a little better, not perfect, but better. The
church, the true church, is not a capital “C” institution, but rather a living community of real people, whose love for
each other illuminates the kingdom of God.
As we consider this month the 500th anniversary of The Reformation, let’s ask ourselves, “Are we illuminating
the kingdom of God?” Some people are called to do something dramatic and bold, but not everyone. Sometimes
just loving each other is the most radical thing we can do.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Joy

Plymouth UCC Dodgeville

I have a few important dates for you to save on your calendars. The first is October
8th. This is the Sunday that we will be renewing our Community Conversations. Mission and Outreach will be the subject of discussion. The hope is that we will review
past efforts in this area and hopefully entertain new ideas. Lisa Pepelea and I will lead
the discussion. Oh yeah, and pizza will be served.
Harry has drafted an Open and Affirming Statement (ONA). That is why you need to
save the Date of October 29th. On that Sunday, following the regular church service,
we will hold a Congregational Meeting to consider whether or not to adopt the ONA
Statement and officially become an Open and Affirming Church. If you are unable to
attend and would like to vote by absentee ballot, please contact Mary Haag at the
church office and she will supply you with an absentee ballot. I encourage you to
attend so that we make certain to have the needed twenty members present to make
the vote official. A copy of the ONA statement is included in this month’s newsletter
and will also be available during Sunday Services preceding the vote.
Our annual Stewardship Campaign is approaching. I feel the need to highlight one
area of Stewardship. Time and Talent is much on my mind. Several of our congregation members will be near completing or completing terms of office service, including
myself in the position of Council Moderator. Chuck Roethe will be taking that position on. That means we need a Vice Moderator. We also need to give Gretchen Pearson a much needed rest as Clerk. Not long from now Dave Pearson will be stepping
aside. Dave keeps the books and pays the bills. That is not an easy task to learn. I
would love for a new volunteer to shadow Dave a bit and ease into taking the bookwork on full time when Dave has to step down. The Trustees could also use another
person or two. It takes an army folks. Let’s see what we can do together.

Peace, Bill D

Plymouth UCC Dodgeville
Church Office:
Pastor Availability
Hours:
Tuesday-Thursday
10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Office Administrator
Hours

Plymouth congregational United Church of Christ
Dodgeville, Wisconsin
We are an “Open and Affirming” church.

Tuesday-Thursday
8:00 am - 12:30 pm
Pastor:
Joylynn Graham
Cell 553-0149
pastorjoylynn@gmail.com
Office Administrator:
Mary Haag
935-5737
plymouth@mhtc.net
Maintenance:
Keely Thomas
Home 935-9259
Organist:
Marilyn Dunn
Choir Director:
Lisa Duwell

The following was adopted by the congregation on _______________, as an outward statement of our everyday practices and beliefs.
We, the membership of this congregation, declare ourselves to be an Open and Affirming
Congregation.
In the spirit of Paul’s words in Galatians, we recognize, celebrate, and give thanks for the
diversity in which God has created us, each in the image and likeness of God, and loved and
embraced by God.
We acknowledge that discrimination in any form is incompatible with Christ’s example and
gospel of unconditional love.
We invite and welcome into this community of faith persons of every gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, mental and physical ability, age, race, nationality,
socioeconomic status, faith background and beliefs, marital standing and family structure.
Therefore, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome in
this house of God.
We at Plymouth invite all God’s children to share in all areas of its service, leadership, activities, responsibilities, and privileges.

Moderator:
Bill Duwell
Vice Moderator:
Chuck Roethe

Please submit any items you would like to
appear in the newsletter by this time.
Email your newsletter
submissions to
plymouth@mhtc.net
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CHURCH COUNCIL
Moderator
Bill Duwell

September 3

28

Vice Moderator

September 10

33

Chuck Roethe

September 17

27

September 24

20

October 6

Zella Olsen

October 11

Maggie Whitish

October 27

Diane Hermanson

October 28

Shirley Barnes

October 31

Ross Bettner

Trustees
Mark Pepelea
Diaconate
Gary McHone
Mission
Chuck Roethe
Clerk

1967…

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 29
FOLLOWING WORSHIP
Vote on whether or not to adopt the
“Open and Affirming” Statement.

Your Vote Counts!

Average Income per year $7,300.00.
Average Monthly Rent $125.00.
Gas per Gallon 33 cents.
Average Cost of a new car $2,750.00.
1987…
Average Income per year $24,350.00
Average Monthly Rent $395.00
Gas per Gallon 89 cents
Average Cost of new car $10,355.00

October is commonly linked with the autumn season in the
Northern Hemisphere and spring in the Southern Hemisphere. Its
seasonal equivalent is April in the Northern Hemisphere.
October Joyful Noise
Offering is designated for:
Neighbors in need
Feeding friends

Gretchen Pearson
Christian Education
Julie Neal
Treasurer
Dave Pearson
Financial Secretary
Earl Barnes

If your address, phone/cell
number, or email have
changed, please contact
the office so that we may
update our records . You
may call the office at 9355727, or email the office at
plymouth@mhtc.net.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 World

2

3 Office Hours

4 Office Hours

5 Office Hours

6

7

8:00 am - 12:30 pm
Pastor Available
10 am - 2 pm

8:00 am - 12:30 pm
Pastor Available
2:30 pm - 5:30 pm

8:00 am - 12:30 pm
Pastor Available
10 am - 2 pm

13

14 Pasty Sale

Communion
Sunday
Worship 10 am
Fellowship following
service
Faith Explorers 11:30

8

Wacky Wednesday
2:30 - 5:30 pm
Choir , 7 pm

9 Columbus Day

Worship 10 am

Community
Conversation

15

16

Worship 10 am
Fellowship following
service
Faith Explorers 11:30

22

23

Worship 10 am
Fellowship following
service
Faith Explorers 11:30

29
Worship 10 am
Fellowship following
service
Faith Explorers 11:30

30

10 Office Hours

11 Office Hours

12 Office Hours

8:00 am - 12:30 pm
Pastor Available
10 am - 2 pm

8:00 am - 12:30 pm
Pastor Available
2:30 pm - 5:30 pm

8:00 am - 12:30 pm
Pastor Available
10 am - 2 pm

Wacky Wednesday
2:30 - 5:30 pm
Choir , 7 pm
Feeding Friends, 5 pm

Trustees, 7 pm

17 Office Hours

18 Office Hours

19 Office Hours

8:00 am - 12:30 pm
Pastor Available
10 am - 2 pm

8:00 am - 12:30 pm
Pastor Available
2:30 pm - 5:30 pm

8:00 am - 12:30 pm
Pastor Available
10 am - 2 pm

Diaconate, 5:30 pm
Council, 7 pm

Wacky Wednesday
2:30 - 5:30 pm
Choir , 7 pm

24 Office Hours

25 Office Hours

26 Office Hours

8:00 am - 12:30 pm
Pastor Available
10 am - 2 pm

8:00 am - 12:30 pm
Pastor Available
2:30 pm - 5:30 pm

8:00 am - 12:30 pm
Pastor Available
10 am - 2 pm

Wacky Wednesday
2:30 - 5:30 pm
Choir , 7 pm

Plymouth Circle, Noon

31 Office Hours
8:00 am - 12:30 pm
Pastor Available
10 am - 2 pm

Halloween

Interfaith Potluck
in Platteville

20

21

27

28

Plymouth UCC Dodgeville
Monthly Meetings/
Events
NOTES FROM THE DIACONATE
World Communion Sunday is October 1st. To celebrate this day Pastor Joy has arranged
for the donation of 40 loaves of bread. These will be displayed in our sanctuary using
baskets and tablecloths from around the world. After the service everyone will receive a
loaf of bread to take home. The congregation is encouraged to invite guests for that day.
Pastor Joy also has completed a communion banner that will be hung that day. She has
spent many hours making this for us.
The Diaconate will be leading the worship on October 15th while Pastor Joy is away.
Julie Neal has been sending out thank you notes to visitors using cards printed with a
painting of our church by Ralph Martin. These have been well received by visitors and
she stated she had received a nice note back from Pastor Joy's daughter Amy who visited
this summer.
Our next Community Conversation will be on October 8th. We will be discussing church
activities such as potlucks, etc. The Diaconate will be ordering pizzas for fellowship. The
congregation is urged to attend to join in on the planning of activities and enjoy a pizza
party.
Pastor Joy reported that a Music Team has been formed to plan new and meaningful music as part of our worship. Next year's budget will include funds for guest musicians for
special occasions. Pastor Joy hints that they may be planning a very unique Christmas
Eve Service!!
The Diaconate will be purchasing more banners to improve the looks of our sanctuary.
Respectfully submitted, Jan Helmich, Secretary

Sometimes meeting times/
dates will change. Please check
the website, Facebook. or contact the church office 935-5727.
Sundays:
Community Conversation third
Sunday of the month.
Tuesdays
Diaconate 5:30 pm
Council Meetings 7 pm- Third
Tuesday of the month.
Wednesdays
Wacky Wednesday during
school year, 2:30 pm –5:30 pm
Choir, 7 pm
Thursdays
Trustees - Second Thursday of
the Month, 7 pm.
Plymouth Circle - Fourth
Thursday of the month, noon,
at Country Kitchen.
Saturday

Mission Statement

“To grow and share our faith, worship God, and follow Jesus Christ in the ways of
love, peace, compassion, justice and the nurturing of God’s creation.”
Vision Statement
“To be a welcoming and thriving Christian Community, living our faith through reflection and action, while remaining grounded in God’s love.”

Pasty Sales - Second Saturday
of the month October through
April.

Plymouth UCC Dodgeville

Our Sunday Worship Service
may be viewed on the Dodgeville
Local Access Channel
(MHTC channel 10)
Sunday at 4 pm
Tuesday at 7 pm
Thursday at 8 am

Sermons are also available for
viewing on our website:
plymouthuccdodgeville.org and
on YouTube.com

Plymouth UCC Council Meeting
September 19. 2017
Present: Bill DuWell, Chuck Roethe, Mark Pepelea,
Lisa Pepelea, Gary McHone, Julie Neal, Pastor
Joylynn Graham, Earl Barnes, Harry Zellhoffer
Excused: Dave Pearson, Gretchen Pearson
Prayer: Pastor Joy
Agenda Changes and Approval: Chuck moved to approve the agenda. Lisa Seconded. Approved
Corrections and Approval of the July Minutes: A
correction to the Diaconate Minutes was made to state
the World Communion Sunday would be held on Oct.
1st. Gary moved to approve the amended minutes.
Chuck seconded. Approved
Financial Report:
Mark presented the Budget Expense Report. The report showed that overall expenses are slightly less
than expected. One budget line item that is projected
to exceed budget estimates is gas.
Earl presented the Budget Income Report. Income
from Stewardship is even with 2016. Mission income
is 30 percent higher than last year. Income from our
endowment is down 10 percent. Mark will make inquiries to verify that the -10 percent is correct.
Dave provided a Wacky Wednesday Financial Report.
Sufficient funding is available for the 2017-18 School
Year.
Julie moved and Chuck seconded to approve the financial reports as read. Approved.
Pastor’s Report:
Harry presented a proposed Open and Affirming Statement. The council read the statement. Pastor Joylynn
stated that she felt the congregation was ready to
consider the statement and vote for its adoption as
soon as possible. Mark questioned the need for the
statements heading to be in quotes. It was decided to
not change the quotationed heading. A date of Oct
29th for a congregational meeting and vote was decided on. Mark moved to approve ONA statement as
presented and approve the Oct 29th Congregational
Meeting date. Chuck seconded the motion. Approved. Bill will announce the vote in the October
newsletter and in upcoming Sunday Services.
Due to Bill being unavailable to lead Community conversation scheduled for the 24th of Sept., the meeting has been rescheduled for the 8th of Oct. The
meeting subject will be future mission and outreach
goals.
Pastor Joy discussed a desire to respond more quickly
to large disasters such as the recent hurricanes.
Pastor Joylynn followed up on last month’s meeting
discussion related to Music Ministry. A September
28th meeting on the matter has been scheduled.
Pastor Joy, Joan Steele, Lisa Duwell and Marilyn
Dunn will be working to create more musical variety
in our worship services.

The Christmas Service Schedule was discussed. It was decided that it
would be appropriate to not conduct our regular Sunday Service given
that Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday. Pastor Joy also inquired about
formatting the service as a Jazz Style Christmas Service. Gary made a
motion to approve both the schedule and format. Lisa Seconded. Approved.
Pastor Joy will be taking her last week of vacation for the year from Oct.
9th thru Oct.17th
Our office administrator, Mary Haag, will not be available on Oct. 5th and
10th. Bill will follow up with Mary to make certain that Pasty preparation
is made a priority since our Oct. pasty date is the 14th.
Pastor Joylynn has expressed the desire to budget for greater office administrator hours in 2018. Mary has agreed that she would be available
for more hours. The trustees will consider the request to increase
Mary’s hours by approximately 10 hours per week. Mark stated that due
to the transition of office administrators in 2017, the financial resources
to add hours in 2017 are available. Mary could work an additional 138
hrs. It would still allow us to remain within budget estimates.
The Sept. 23rd Hurricane Harvey Benefit was discussed. Proceeds will be
divided among the three participating churches. The Methodist, Grace
Lutheran and Plymouth Churches are joining in the Fundraising effort to
be held at the Dodger bowl. Each denomination has national disaster
relief ministries to appropriately distribute the proceeds to hurricane victims.
Committee Reports
Mission: Lisa – No report but Lisa hopes to schedule an October 19th
meeting
Education: Julie - No report
Diaconate: Gary –
• New banners for the sanctuary have been chosen
st
• Preparations for World Communion Sunday on Oct. 1 have been
completed
• Diaconate will fill pulpit supply during Pastor Joy’s upcoming vacation
• Gary shared a card sent by recent church visitors. It was very
complimentary
• A card designed by Ralph Martin will be used by diaconate for future
Diaconate related correspondences
th
• Pizza will be served at the Oct. 8 Community Conversation
Trustees: Mark
• The automatic door has been repaired
• Mark is working on budget related updated workman’s compensation
information
• Issues related to the sanctuaries air handling system are being looked
into
• The Trustees are working to secure a contractor to investigate leak issues in the Sacristy
Other Business
Bill reported that the new screening process and format for Wacky
Wednesday appear to be helping volunteers conduct more successful sessions. Attendance has grown steadily over the three
weeks.
Bill will be working with Chuck on the upcoming Stewardship Campaign.

Next Meeting, October 17th, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.

Schedules
Fellowship
1— Earl and Shirley Barnes
815 - James
22 - Kavaloski
29 -

Usher

1 - Chuck and Jill
Roethe
8 - Maureen Teubert
15 - Denise Whitish
22 - Earl and Shirley
Barnes
29 - Gary McHone

Reader
1– Dave Pearson
8 - Maureen Teubert
15 - Bill Duwell
22 - Shirley Barnes
29 - Gary McHone

Pasty Helpers Needed
If you would like to
get involved….

Making Pasties is a major fundraiser for
Plymouth UCC.
Please call Denise 574-5668 or Jill 935-2561 if
you are willing to help.
Friday Morning- 7:30 am -9 or so - pastry making
(coffee included!)

Plymouth Circle meets at noon the fourth
Thursday of each month, and it is open to everyone.
Come and join the group for conversation and
lunch.
The next meeting is October 26th.

Saturday- 4:30 am until 8:00 am- first shift
pasty making
Saturday- 8:00 am until 11:00 am-second
shift pasty making
Saturday 6:00 am-8:00 am- sales
Saturday 8:00- 10:00am- sales
Saturday 10:00 am-12:30 pm- sales
Saturday 10:30- 12:30- clean up

Wacky Wednesday is looking forward

to another exciting year of fun and learning. We always need volun-

teers, people with an interest or talent to share, and healthy snacks (no cookies, cupcakes, etc. please). For more information, call
Judy Campbell at 574-1266 and leave a message.

Feeding

October 11
Please call the church
office to volunteer to
help.
935-5727

Choir
Wednesdays
7 pm

Plymouth Congregational
United Church of Christ

115 West Merrimac Street
Dodgeville, WI 53533
Phone: 608-935-5727
Email: Plymouth@mhtc.net
Website: plymouthuccdodgeville.org

